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Forre se he is not vbyo 
Who, forre everie seunde and sichta 
Best bah pitch mie sare and sie 
To the Kaye of trewe dolightea 
There is joye in everie gale 
Everie branche of Senge is frill 
Summer laughes along tho Vala, 
Yott onlie I am solde and dulle, 


But mv winter neowe is nash 
I from iooie bond,am free, 
See mia WALLt®o buines 3, 12 st 
Willie is tho sunne to moe. 
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fhe newspaper from which the abveve prem was copied 
as in sueh a tom state that I had diffiaulty in 
oopying. 


It is almost certain that there were several ot-ver 
extracts from tho mysterious eomnunisated to the 
Morning Herald betwoen thdates Foo. 28th. & Desa. 26th 
1796. out tho papers wero not available. 
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Fenton writing.from Carmarthen on Oet. [9' hb, 1807, says 

"On our return from the mornings ramblos,I was tonpted | 
to enter an Auotion- room,where hooks wore sollingin 
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printed books,& one U5,4to volume,neatly written 
4mpo rt tod to S08 rereos. Wenge latters that vassed 
Shak espeare &oa Anna Hathevavy whom he marri: 
as letters to & ered: ‘him ® othors, with 2 cur 
nalof Shakespear 21 aseount ef manv of his olay 
memoirs of his life py himself &o,. 
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In an evnyng he suntynes sondesends to fumigate my 
rarele arooure witho it ,and botweene évrie blast aa. 
makes newo G@isoovries,and contrives newe settel- 
mentes in mie lyttle globe. 

"Mie Romeo and duliett partlie 2 ohild of yours, 
for in its oradle you had the fondlyng of itt,is 
nowe oute of leding strynges,and, newlie launched 
into the world,and will, shertlic kiss swiss your 
faire hand. I think mie Nurse must roemyrd you of 
ould Debborah at Charlovot ,I owne shee was mie 
moddel and in mie Apottioary you will disoover. ould 
Gast rell,neare the ghurohe at Stratfordj;but to make 
amendes for borrowing him for mie secene,I have got 
him sovrala preserved serpents, stuffed bvyrds,and 
other rare for aign preductions,from the late oir 
cumnavigators, 

Thankes. for.the brawne,which younge. Ben,who 
suppd last nighte with us,comnmended hugelic his 
stomach preoving he did net flater,and drank the 
helth of the provyder in.a oupp of strong Strat- 
ford: 
You are a good soule for moistning mic mil- 
verrie-tree. this. scorching, wethor,the, which, you 
maye renomdre that I planted wheh last with you, 
rathor too late, ,aftor the, Cuckow. had..sung on Anna's 
birtn-dais,and i hope you maic, live to gather, berries 
from it out aot, oontinew unweddid t111, then, 

Have vou, got mie Littell sonnett..on, planting it? 
for if you have not,it is lest, like a thousand other 
soraps.of mic pen, And see poor Burton mr ould sshrol- 
master,is gone to that ' eurne from whioh noe tra- 
viller returns.'I fanoy I still sce. him,whenevoric 
Monday morning .as.was constantilie his oustome,he gave 
a newo.pointe to his sprygges of oyreoh,grewen blunted 
in theservice of the forgone week;a-practise felt 
throw the whole, sohoola,fram top te oottome.- - = <- 


You mate. scene. look. to hear from your orippled 
kinswoman,whose limm is mushe rostored,oy Sir Chris- 
ropher Hatton's. poultise: soe fare ye,weli and Lott 
us live in your renanabrauncs,as vou assuredlie doe 
in that of your. sinoesre and lovying Cozen. 


WILLIAM SHAKSPERE. 
Fram mic toginge t Iselinton,Juno I2nc,165.,.. 


Iwill send you another extract from my Shaiespoare' 
unfailing garland,viz: a fow itans frem his journal 
and &@ sample of his own menours y himself. 


IO mo April 1595. Neere noondays,and but justo stizada, 
pinge hivoing tastod nee sleepe till after, sunrise, 
dq ghambere and) bedde haveing been greevouslie 
infested with fleas,whioh never wearo renem red to 
swarme soe avundantiie before, thewhole Kingdome 
over, Sandie scuntrites more cvenmunne with this 
14thle bierde suoking vaemin then others, wich 
was aonfermed by that. vhich mie neotlo and trulie 
liberall patronne mic Lorde of Southampton, related 
yesterdays. morning of manie people within this 
monoth diving of a Plea feaver neere the Erie of 
Kent's att 2 smalavyllage. scalied Syliveshoe, »eing 6 
soyle composed of sande, 
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Here follows Anna Hathewsy's poan ontitled 

'T0 HER OWNE LOVYNGE WILLIE sSHAKSPERE! 
already copied in the. extracts frm The Morning 
Herald, 


‘TO THE BELOVYD OF THE MUSES AND MBE, 


Sweet S swanne of Avon,thou whoose art ¢ 
Can mould at.will tho hunsn hart , 

Can drawe from all who reado or neare, 
The unrest sted. smile and taapros 


By thoe ® Wilege maiden found, 
No gare had I for mesured sounde: 

To drosse the lleece that Willie wrought 
Was a11 I. knewe,was, 211 I saneht, 


At. thie softe lure toe quicke I’ flewe, 
Brame red of thie songe I growe; 

The staffe scone was. lard aside, 
Mas “314 wie woork thie st raynes Sappay'4, 


Thou gavost at first ti’ inehanting quot 
And everte. kiss oonvay’'d thie 91113 
Untelt ve maides,yve cannot tell 
The woundrouse ioane of svnohe 4 spell, 


Nor marvell.if thie. swweath transfuse 
A oha mae. pepleate with vverie muse; 


They elustor rounde thio jippes,and thyne 
D3 aye 1] theire swoetes improy'd on myne. 
ANNA aoeee er. 


TO MASTER WILUIAI IN oY MUCH ESTEEMED PREND, 
And yt ho DAL LYNGR Or, rt op WUSES. 
These from mic harte. 


a 


It rejoyeeth me mache to heere that youre orsaken 
loge 19. agon knytted Sogesner es that it co ticoe a8 
$0 Looke. and dysehaurge its office now as well as 
the othere. During youre paynfall confinement with 

4% ,when it. was dowt ful how it would ond, i soriovaly 
felt for you,and for the woorld, which in that se. 
vacation from youre Laon rs hath had &@ logs;and ae 
notHev: on presevid you to us,weld in youre deth have 

had such a-loss that eould ant be recayred with 

306 manic misterys of art simt up ‘én the o 8 abs inott 
of youre braine that mist have pery anna w. th you, 

Of. youre wave rse ls alifavett I hav Alinsies 
spoken to suoh as have myhd onow to grasp the plan, 
as wolluas of that’ orecuse machoone for writing 
too letters at once,which was in it's narsey's ams 
when I sawe you last,out now arryved at. maturitio, 

Richarde Sadleir,who yeu main renendere our. puny 
1ittel sohoole-fellove, and who’ sayes be shallueaver 
feorgett. your  savyns ndm from Dick the tamer his 
mastiffo, hath remy sed, and his promy 36 is ane a hom 
woorde for purfomna unee, te get his fathere,Sir 
Ralph,to imtorest the qweene' 8 Majostio in your 
bi ohaulfe, and s2ynge your rare tallentes to herkno-— 
lege; and "the. vennereble knight boastes of haveing Ben. 
nore of the care of hrs mystress thon ante other of 
hor courtiors,ashe knoweth better than most of thon 
how. th humore hor, 

I was yesterdaic honored byoa visite from my 


8 ates © 


pit Of Cork,to whoom I spoake in tho warnost 
vmmaes of your ingeniouse coneeiptes in all kindes 


ee 


ernie deena Deana 


Sask ike 
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eee ataosptatedecoe nbtantet ua oe eae 
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(of mochannisme a8 well a8 soiencys. He asked me if 


I-oeleeved»you woold not dislyke going ouver &o 
Irelande,for he sould Ssorve you theare, wheare larn- 
4ng and the’ artes are ina lowe state. 

He: nad a: goodlia.culd gentilnan withe: him,hys 
fabhemin-lawe, Sir Gedffry Penton, rpepeted great 


 svatienan,end,a.persone hie ty the Queere'’s Paver 
» Hevhad timwray led, mushe ‘over Bure mi sojomoed , 
‘whitn prong ,slong, in Italy, ve Pave me-the frame of 
‘2 chragedioc fro. | lanmnentabtl ‘ste rye, thate foid,ou 
wnen hec#aa at Laces and showed ‘we noecmakle, ski 


La 
¥, 
if 
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‘tmmvechintes for, putting te -tegitner, He rgayd «Be 


“Had hat Teynes .aikmapd byasaifo* in maxing posies -of 


se¢Hedsyaphe wild Plowtes® growyng atthe. foatevef 


Pirnassuss. He» danentid, mache the mixteu? of lowe 


on bvatidrie: wath, some, of: mie'mestmhoaving saeeanes. 


oudTtagas almost HEAAYC, 


rophamedétion: Iomed 14. was 


gtfivelia egeinsh, mie welte,out T kept) ai wsboep and 


aieistethave, wages £92. all srstoners. Att tihioowrequeste 


wafue Ladte of, hone ra noe “less - & personage than 
nye Gemtesge, of, Faaotek T Rid dynpped: the grave 
0 gogune linimie Hamlet, uot thes ‘nano lace grew. ont 
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mnoh. ef gour .scheams 
otha: Prenone Bapist ‘yhoould Gastrakl ghe apeticary, 


oreopdgtdnsgand,threathod to very as) @iisanlassaihoire 
wPdvorat parte,was,.pesterid, 6 sreascnbed mo <wyth 
dateheyoerdiseedrss ef his ’on Leve {printed ab) Padua a 
(hes ger iden letters ,and in e606. analle a fore 28 
toipoiints,the. pocket, of one s doudlet. 


late Wate 206 GOOE pOlLISRS am you + open,,60 6 
of the universall gareater to 


nda@vpicked upp and haPostrvd te thd hes. all the 
ayr of a treacherer. in fature keep your hartedmors 
Yookidsand give.not, the kay out to such 35 ame woors 
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raghienefa¢he traater and of .Ghatriwaoer you maye 


gufoiiovonbere._ to rankeyourst ried: and faithful 
»garviter. ; - 
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Nott tuat mig native -feldes iy love, 
lang awolles, immyne aie the seanriding teare, 
imnor oiaded, vith’ sighés myanoegem heave, 

> A wvse man's 6htintrtohs veverte@, vheare: 


Note that’ I tims eh eadelye, tome 
Parre from the muses’ haunte I love, 

eth manlie mynde this might o6 oorns 
Blee.wheare the mase might friendiis proove. 

But, ant with tyrAae wbe vitall thredde 

6 8091088 38 twysted,that to "parte 

Saga, hboe, 6s Soret heorrsde2..2098¢ 

tag goarselietastid, opeak os, 0-0, Be 


Ch. a vor ld tho fatalh areter' S. 3t.0 
aon BG. Sexootied: Lee wut, MOR, ¥ WKO..27 
Werhalde whichs desatynes, m9, $0. £88 


atnat lyfe ths lengthens 8 Ou 


4 Bub yott “a wh be horcshaaees 7° sbaydse, 


~ Pop dibs Lowoold: favae, Soolpare 
Qn. Anna's Srestgeandstheare, 29 layde 
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TRANSCRIPT OF SOME Le TTERs TO THE MORNING HERALD 1796, 
AND EXTRACTS FROM FENTON's ® TOUR IN QEEST OF GENEALOGY 
I8II oeing partionlars of a fabrication in conneotion 
with the pseudo Shakspeare vSs, 


IN his 'MAN & THE Boox? Dr. Mansfield Inglepy says 

that fabricatians of Shakespeare verses appearing 

in @ work ontitled'TOUR IN QUEST oF GENEALOGY By A 
BARRISTER' (Richard Fenton) T8II*are perhaps the vest 
thing of their kind that has ever been done*he * regrots 
"that the namo of their perpetrator has never been 
"diseovered though the blace ar which they were PUR 
*shased points o Yfontagu Talvot,the actor, my own 
"impression is that they are from the same seurse 

"as the Ireland forgeries, Yontagu Taloot,”.H. Ireland's 
confederate, enz@ hatled from Camiar hon, @ 

Such researches ag I have made has more than borne 
out Dr Ingleby's Suggestion & there is in my mind no 
doubt as to their oeing Talvot's composition, 

After his discovery of Wa. Hy. Ireland being the 
fabricator of the Shakspeare MSS.Talpot was very 
anxious that some of his own compo sitionshould be 
ineluded in the nseudo Shakspoare MSS. he urged this 
so strongly that at last Ya.Hy.—to got rid of him 

romised to send him the plans of some soenes in 
ortigern’ leaving the language for Talbot to £411 in 
and to return then so that, Wa, Hy.oould oopy then in 
the Tader writing. 
Wm.Hy.did not fulfill nis promise & he completed 
the play alone. 

On the 6th. January 1796 Talbot wrote to Wn. Ry. 
complaining that he was being kept in ignoranes of 
the play, 


I have discovered anong some old copies of the Morning 
Herald one of I<th, January 1796 in which is asprinted 
letter to the Editor of 9th, January I796 from Pishguard 
South Wales & whl} append a sopy. 

Noither Dr. Ingleby nor any other person are Ware 
that Fenton's Jche Was not the first aconunt of this 
myst orious relic had been published, 

Tal ot was in Carmarthen in January I796 performing 
eeoasionakly at the local theatre and making trips 
to Ireland on his theatriesa] susinessThe vlace for am 
embarking for Ireland from South Yales was Fishguard, 

Welder ce by (ae) 
COPIES OF COMMUNICATIONS to tho Editor of the Morning 
HERALD. 


tee ee teteeenenten A ELE IIS ti ls via ie. ens sats sp Sue 


SHAKESPEARE & ANNA HATHAWAY 
MY, Editor FISHGUARD, SOUTH TALES JAN, Oth, 1796 


After professing to owe ta your very enton. 

taining poolisation for same time past the 13tt1lo know- 
ledge I have had as te what 4s passing in the world, 
I hold myself more pamioularly indebted tr 4% sinee 
the appearance of some lines asorived to Shakespeare, 
for the reaolleotion of a oirecumstanos which may be the 
moans of preserving several memorials of the life & genius 
of our imnértal Bard, 

About 30 years ago when a schoolboy ,I renasber to have paesd 
passed afChristmas vacation at the house of an old Lady 
@ relative of mine in Wales,one of whose ancestors han married 
married one of the family of the Hathaways of Warwick. 
shire where I saw and Was mich delighted with a manu 
soript volume in ate richly haobited in orinsen velvet , 
inseribed on the cover in embroidery of gold'The Swan of 
Avon' containing poems from Shakspeare to Anna Hat haway 
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IN QUEST OF 


GENEALOGY; pia etal) 


@HROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF ty tarde BB. Ay | | i ; 
WALES, SOMERSETSHIRE, | ; 
WILTSHIRE, 


A] Series of Letters ; Ls 
TO A FRIEND IN DUBLIN; | : | 


INTERSPERSED WITH A DESCRIPTION OF ‘ail 


STOURHEAD AND STONEHENGE: 


TOGETHER wiTH 


VARIOUS ANECDOTES, 


AND 


a 
CURIOUS FRAGMENTS FROM A MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION 


te ASCRIBED TO SHAKESPEARE, 


—e 
~~ | ter 


A BARRISTER. ol Fishgu 772 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


_ THE Editor lamenting that the Copy of this Work was | 
~ mot accompanied with Drawings, as it refers occasionally to | 
so many fine subjects for ihe pencil, and being possessed of 
several, which, though they have already ministered to the 
‘embellishmént ‘of a periodical publication, yet as they may 
serve to illustrate some of the scenes in the following pages, | 
presumes to hope that the introduction of them here will | 
neither be reprobated by the author ner wnacceptable to the 
public. — 
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THE HONOURABLE 


MATTHEW FORTESCULE 


SIR, 
By the abrupt departure of my 
friend; the writer “of the following Letters, | 
from England, in obedience to feelings whose 
jousness no human philosophy has been | | 

| / 


imper 
and in consequence’ of the . 
f 


able to control, 
to. whom they were addressed hav- ! 


gentiemal 
mg decided to publish them, a task has now 
devolved on mie which I fondly flattered myself ) bee 


the authors return into his own country would 


have relieved me from ; for which reason the pub- 


lication has hitherto been delayed. But all hopes 


of that event soon taking place having vanished, “f 


LE ia 


errg 7IUrgG Leland FT Who 
ma 42s forqev what 4e assers Monthly Mirror Vol.3. 17947. | 
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I hasten to fulfil an engagement I entered into 
conditionally. In my absent friend's last letter to me 
on this subject he says, “ Do with my scraps what 
O’Brien and youmay think fit; 1 have sought new 
countries, to contract, if possible, new thoughts, 
and should be happy could I discharge from my 
at connects itself with a rooted 


mind every idea th 
gorrow that I am labourimg to pluck from my 
t out the past; yet there are 


memory, and shu 
. circumstances during the little exct 
ever recur but with pleasure, for how | 


irsion you refer | 


aed to that can n 
can I forget the days we passed at Holnicote? 
e if any thing is done with the journal of | 


therefor 
my rambles, ‘testity for me the respect and grati- | 
tude I shall ever entertain for ‘that charming 


place and. its amiable possessor. After such a 


declaration I think I cannot do less than inscribe 
as in doing so I know I am 


this volume to you, 
gratifying the proudest wish of the author, and 


at the same time affording m 
sentiments similar to his of Holui-| 


yself an opportunity 


of expressing 


cote and its ‘xhabitants, having the honour to be, 


f SIR, 
i] 3 hoy Re sae = ‘ 
beer’ Your much obliged, 


Humble servant, 


ite: . H. JONES. 
Bath, Noo. 20, 1809. 
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mined this large town, and have had the benefit 


of the Bush beds: 


Yours, &e- 
| 


— 


Carmarthen, October 19, 1607. 


My DEAR CHARLES, 
to wait for the 


I am told T have an hour 
carry on my 


and that I will employ to 
last. ‘The evening of the day we 
: % 


ainy; and kept us within, so We 

e and fire; and, after a CUP of : 

ctive conversation about our last 
ns of our fellow-travellers, and je 
many comments oP the whole, retired at an early 
Jones haying sweetened the latter part of it | 


| airs on the flute. 
, and, preakfasting early, we 
d ona gentle 


though eight 
the tide suffi- 


coach, 
journal from my 
arrived proved t 
enjoyed our bottl 
tea, some retrospe 
stage, with opinio 


hour, 
with some beautifu 


We rose. refreshed 
sallied out to sce the town, situate 
- elevation, above the Towy, which, 
miles from the estuary, here feels 
ciently to bring uP large vessels to the quay- 
Carmarthen is a large and populous place; and, 
peing centrally situated, and a great thoroughfare, 
carries on an extensive trade. The ruins of its ) ) / 
} 


castle, which once appears to have occupied a 
t at all striking, and so from its 


J am inclined: to think the | 


large space, are NO 


peculiar situation, 
wails were never very lofty. The county jail, a 
large modern pbuilding, occupies part of its site. { ' 
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This town, though larger than Brecknock, much |! 
differs from that and most of the principal towns, i 
as k am told, in Wales, in having but one church. |) 
This’ was the ancient Maridunum of the Romans, 
the walls of which, exhibiting portions of Roman 
masonry, were partly extant wn the time of our | 
earli t and curious tourist Gyraldus, an acquaint- | 
ance: with whose life, learnivg, and Itinerary, we 
owe to a late ‘splendid and entertaining work of 
Sir Richard Hoare. j 

The name of this, sentferida connects itself with 
another late publication, claiming him for the au- 
thor, namely, “ The Journal of a Tour through 
Ireland in 1806,” the amusing companion of my 
present excursion; a “book, if you have not yet read | 
it, I would strongly recommend to your perusal, 
as a model of a journal of that sort, in which there | 
is more compréssed than I ever saw in so small a 
compass, and more neatly. The general remarks 
that close the volume cannot fail to prepossess you 
in favour of the head and heart, of the worthy 
Baronet. Before my route is finished, T may have 
occasion to call your attention to parts of the 
Journal as they strike me. 

There are two banks in this town, With a capital 
te support them beyond the dread of failure ; and | 
as to attorneys, I am told they swarm, and are all 
men of fortune, how acquired perhaps their clients 


may tell you. 

"Twas shown the gateway that led to the Priory, 
but nothing more remains of this once extensive 
and well-endowed religious house, At the other 


AfoOseim Aare mM 
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say there was 2 small. esta- 


lend of the town they 
plishment~et friars preachers, put no traces of it 
could be pointed out; however, in attempting. to 
discover the site of it) observed some Curious 
 earth-works, of various formsy~ and yet not like 

those so frequently 0¢ evidently raised for 

military operations. clined 

to think“them Roman, 
sission tO search 10 
from the mori 
quction-room, wh 
in the Catalogue, 


ately dead, who 


curring, 
I should be much-in 
and longed to have “had 
_time or perl to them 

On our return ig’s ramble, T was 
tempted to enter an 
books were selling, 
person \ 


ere, amongst 


other articles, 
save belonged to a 
s J was inrormed, 
leings, which he 
He was 2 
mysterious 
was suspected t 
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copied from an old manuscript in the h 
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discovered at a house of 
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that to rescue it from oblivion 2 } 
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“use of, by which the original was sacrificed. to the} 
| transcript. Bound .up with it is another manu- 
+his ee >script tract, written in an antiquated but fair hand, 


though on »paper much discoloured and damaged, 
a collection of old Prophecies, translated from the 


ancient British language, supposed all to relate to | 


Wales, with a note prefixéd, importing’ that they 


were translated, during a voyage to Guiana, by | 
a Welshman on board Sir Walter Raleigh’s ship, | 
and written with a pen made out of the quill of | 


\ 
| 


an eagle, from a finely illuminated ‘vellum book, | 


said to have come from the abbey of Strata Florida, I 


and in the possession of a relation to the last | 


abbot, then on board the same ship. -: This: small 


tract appears to have been interleaved by the last, | 


or some very late possessor, as a vehicle for notes 


wariorum on several of the prophecies; which ap- | 


pear to be unravelled with considerable ingenuity, 
and a strong spice of satire; with an account how 
and when the notes, evidently.'very modern, were 
‘obtained. The style of the original has something 
very turgid and oracular in it.. Lbought it for 
half a.crown, and persuading myself that it may 


be what it professes, I am very proud of the ac- 


quisition, Some ‘of the poetry is very striking, 
though full of odd conceits, yet much. in the man- 
ner of our great dramatist... His Journal, record- 
ing, like most diaries, the most trifling events, 
carries you back to the days of Queen Bess, and 
you are: brought acquainted with things that his- 
tory never informs you of. I know by this de- 
s¢ription.I make your mouth water, Perhaps I 


Molegu Fathot 
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you with a specimen of this curious | 

e [ invite you to feast upon it. } toes 
the mail is come jn, and will soon , “ 

ust, therefore, hurry to pay MY bill, 

elf in readiness, after a day’s enlarge | 

elf once more. Farewell ; and 


in a post or two, from, 


Dear Charles, 
Yours, &¢. 
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navigable thus. far.” Hence to} 
pite, an inn in a bleak«situation on the 
" edge of an eXtensive ill- cultiy ated tract, yet from) 
il which you command atiost charming view, to the | 
right, of a rich valé, Dacked by the range of the | 
» Pembrokeshire‘ mountains, presenting a most beau- : 
tifully variéd outline; and on. the left a view of | 
the sea, and Tenby, marked by its lofty spire, at | 
adlistance. The name of this mn, one of our com- | } 
panions in the coach, scemingly a nia Welshman, | 
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abbot, then én board the same ship. This small | 
tract appears to have been interleaved by the last, 
-or some very late possessor, as a vehicle for notes 
¥ | variorum on several of the prophecies; which ap- 
it pear to be unravelled with considerable ingenuity, . 
and a strong spice of satire; with an account how 
) and when the notes, evidently. very modern, were. 
‘obtained. The style of the original has something 
very turgid and oracular in it.» Ibought it for 
half a.crown, and persuading myself that it may 
be what it professes, I.am very proud of the ac- 
| quisition. Some of the poetry 1s wery striking, 
though full of odd conceits, yet much. in the man- 
ner of our great dramatist. His Journal, record. . 
ing, like most diaries, the most trifling events, 
carries you back to the days of Queen Bess, and 
you are brought acquainted with things that his- 
tory never informs you of. I know by this de- 
s¢ription.I make your mouth water, Perhaps I 


hel of . 


every day begets Chatter- 

s of mystic superstition 1% 
preposterous garb and | 
ance, and -perhaps are | 


Mhis is a quizzing age: 
ons and Irelands. Tale 
nay be clothed in the most 
in the wildest style of rom 
entitled alike to the same degree of credit, whether 
fabricated for the moment, OT traditionally handed 
down to us for ages. If we resume this subject, 
I shall pester you with the result. In the mean 
time I am, completely fagged, 

cussion. Having exhausted our stock of conver- 


sation, we betook ourselves to our journals and 
oe his botanical 


particular studies; Jones, to arrans 
acquisitions ; and I, ta examine my late purchase of Slat | 
the Shakespearian manuscripts, and Anish the suv & /807 | 
Lof Sir Richard Hoare’s ‘Tour through lre- | 
land, the companion of my travels. ; 

Among the fragments ascribed to Shakespeare, 
I have been much struck with several of the little ? 
poetical pieces, full of quaint and brilliant con- 
ceits, and smacking strongly of the ereat drama- 
tist’s playful manner. But the most interesting 
n of it consists of letters that passed be- 
tween him, Sir Christopher Hatton, Sir Philip 
Sidney, Lord Southampton, Richard Sadileir, 
Henry Cuffe, &e.5; part of a journal, like most 
journals, carried on! for a month together, then 

1 of four or five 


suspended during 2 perioc 
d memoirs’ of his own time written by 


himself? Some of the items are uncommonly 
curious, as they give you not only the costume 
of the age he lived in, but let you into his 
ate and domestic life, and the rudiments of 
As ‘the volume professing 


ipt of an old manuscript cols 
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lection. found in a state of such decay as to render 


it necessary, on account of a curious process 
made use of, to sacrifice the original to the copy, 
is prefaced with a short history of its discovery, 
and the proofs. of its authenticity; I believe I 
shall, if ever I succeed in my Hwlfordd advyen- 
ture, and have leisure to arrange it, publish the 
whole; yet in the mean time I will not so far 
tantalize you as not to treat you with a specimen 
of this curious farrago, but shall tack on to this 
letter a small sample of the prose and verse. 

\ Preparing to retire, I have closed. the Irish 
Tour, and am induced, from a passage I haye just 
been\ Teading, to ask you if the disgr aceful custom 
of taking daily censured in it, is so generally pre- 
valent with you. Sir Richard Hoare“says, “ It 
has been. justly remarked, and with €redit to the 
higher class of, society in Trelandy/ that it is casier 
for a stranger to find his way into their houses 
than out of them. ~ ‘Abolish she vale parting token 
which the menial servants‘in many houses expect, 


and Irish hospitality is complete.” But I fear that . 


it is not in Ireland alone that this most illiberal of 
all customs is found to obtain. Notwithstanding 
the abolition of iyin many houses over England, te 
ymy knowledge/ as it is not universal, the root of 


the evil remayAis, and, like all noxious growth, ig: 


known to Aptead apace, To get yid of it effec, 
tually, thé whole kingdom must conetr in a. résoy 
lution f0 extirpate it, for, if but one fibre is left, 
at will again propagate. It is in vain for‘one SPir 
tited farmer to use every possible method to rid 
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Wiland of moles, if his neighbours around, are 


: not equally attentive, and disposed to combat the 
evil; and so st is with respect to vailss the root- | 
ing it out should become a nationalobject, or the: i 
- inconvenience will never be removed. The gen- \ 

tlemen of Norfolk once, at the great session, took | 

-+ into consideration, andsat that public season of I 
meeting fell on sucht resolutions as freed the | 
county from this odious tax on hospitality. Oh! | 


that all counties would follow sich a laudable | 
is | 


example *! » 


My botanical companion, as well as myself, is | 
ufder the influence of the poppy than any 


more 
so adieu for to-night, an 


other plant, at present 5 


pelieve me ever 
Yours, &e. 


anuscript Collection of Pieces in Prose 


Out of a M 
said to be written by SHAKESPEARE 


and Verse, 
to his Wife and others. 
| i 


FORME OF 4A SERPENT, A GIFT TO 


With A RINGE IN 
FROM W. S- ) 


HIS BELOVYD ANNA; 


Withifin this goulden citclette’s spacee, | 
hie yvorie fingers form’d to clippes | 

How manie tender vows have place, | 
Seal’d att the altaur on mie lippe- : 


Pe ee mall 


4 wasto this effect "grt January 1, 
ulation proposed and agreed to by 
Hletieh of thé county of Nor- | 


ants eeases if that county" 


* The placard they, publishe 
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_ Then as thie finger it shall presse; 
O! bee its magicke not confined, 
And let this ‘sacred hoope. noe lesse_ 

Have force thie faithfall hart to binde. 


Nor ascy the gneaue forme it beare, — 
“ae | Embleme amie fond conceipt to sute, 
Dred-thou a foe in ambushe theare . 
To tempt thee to forbidden frute. * | 
a 


? 


1iO The frute that Hymen in our techie 
sideloyy. By Heven’s first commaund hath placed, ~ | 
Holy love, without a breche 

Of anie law maie pluck and taste : faith: i : 


Repeted taste—and yett the joye 
‘bu. 4 ¢°Of such a taste will neaver'cloie, 

So that oure appetits wee bringe 

Withinn the cumpass of this ringe. 


oe LETTER INSCRIBED | ‘* TO MISTRESS JUDITH MATHE- 
WAY, WwW ITH MIE “WARTIE COMMENDATIONS.” 


GOOD COZEN supITH, 

I aw out of necessitie to enact the part 
xof ‘secretarie to my wife, or shee would have payd 
her owne dett ; for in trying to save a little robin 
from the tiger jawe of puss, her foote slipped, 
and her pie waiste therebie putt out of joynte, 
which ih bin ‘soe paynfull) as to bring on a 
feaver, and has left her dellicat frame verie weake 
and feeble, wherefore T have takin her-a~countrie 
loging, in a howse adjoyning the paddock of Sir’ 
Waultér Rawleigh, at eeiiton’ where that great 
man shut in, often regales himself with a pipe of 


Molegu Father 
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in. a morning, whilst | 
owe for his thought, / pe | 
and may be said Lae = | 
e light from " 


his new plant called tibacca, 
the whole world is too marr 
che I hear helpeth it muche, 


a trueth to enable him to draw 
ng he: sumtymes condesends \ 4 
i ] 

? 


arboure withe.it, and be- | 
kes newe discoyries, and 
mie lyttle globe. 


whi 
for 
smoke. In an evny 
.to.fumigate, my rurale 
tweene evrie blast ma 
contrives newe settelmentes in 


Mie Romeo and Juliett, parthe a child of yours, | . ; 
for in its cradle you had the fondlyng of it, is i f 
-nowe oute of leding strynges, and newlie launched | 
® into the world, and will shortlie kiss your faire | 


st remynd you of \ 
| 


hand. I think mie Nurse mu 
I owne shee was | 
| ; 


‘ould Debborah, at Charlecot ; 
and in mie Apotticary you will dis- | 
1h | / =? 


“mie moddel ; 
cover ould Gastrell, neere the churche at Stratford ; 


but to make amendes for borrowing him for mie \ 
scene, I have got him sevrall preserved serpents, | 
stuffed byrds, and other rare foraign productions, | 
from the late circumnavigators. 

Thankes for the brawne, W 
pd last nighte with us, com 
ch prooving he did not fl 
in a cupp of strong i 


E De 
hich younge Ben, 
mended hugelie, i ) } 


who sup 
ater, and drank 


his stoma 
the helth of the provyder 
Stratford. 

You area good soule for moist 
berrie-tree this scorching wether, 
nbre that I planted when last with you, . 
after the cuckow had sung on 
and I hope you maie live to i 
but not continew unweddid 


ning mie mul- | : 
the which you. | / 


-maye remel 
rather too late, 
Anna’s birth-daie, 
gether berries from it, 
till then. 
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Have you gott my littel sonnett on platiting it? 
for if you have not, it is lost, like a thousand 
other scraps of mie pen. And soe poor Burton, 
my ould schoolmaster, is gone to that “ bourne 
from which ‘ioe traviller returns :” I fancy I still 
see him, when every Munday morning, as was! 
constantlie his custome, he gave a newe pointe to 

his sprygges of byrch, growen blunted in the ser- 
vice of the forgone week; a practise felt throw 
the whole schoole, from top to. bottome . 


You maie soone look to hear from your crippled 
-Kkinswoman, whose lim is muche restored by Sir 
Christopher Hatton’s poultise ; soe fare ye well, 
and lett us live in your remembraunce, as you as- 
suredlie dee in that of your sinceare and lovyng | 
Cozen, 
Wituiam SHaxsprre 
from my Loginge at Iselinton, 

Sune 12mo, 155 


we 6 


Stourton, November 9, 1807, 
MY DEAR CHARLES, jet ‘ 


-~Tne rosy-fingered morn opened my cur- 
tains, and presented me with a view illumined with 
sunshine, the snow»that fell yesterday evening 
having been washed away by. showers in the night, 
which had likewise mollified the air, 
2 parting farewell of summer. 


and restored 
At this season of 
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| the house in the morning, and so delighted we 
| “were to saunter where there was so much beauty 
| to admire, in our way to, and round and up Al- 
fred’s Tower, that we agreed to abridge our walk, 
as the shades of evening were advancing, and 
make for our\inn the nearest roa. Wherefore, 
retracing our steps so far, we turned down the 
yale in which the Stour, rises, Arom its six foun- 
tains ; and not wishing to forestall the pleasure of 
examining the lower and mos¢ interesting part of 
that vale, where are concentrated the greatest at- 
tractions that the grounds’ of Stourhead can boast 
of, we turned up an oblique path, that brought us 
again out at the obelisk. \ Our dinner was well 
dressed, as usual, and our rambles had begot us 
an appetite that was mot disposed to quarrel with 
the cook, and fitted us for enjoying our bottle of 
port by the Radstock blaze. Qur conversation, 
as you may well suppose, chiefly turned’ on what 
we had scen;/ books, pictures, \and painters, 
claimed a share; but Alfred’s life we discussed cri 
tically and minutely, in doing which\ Jones la~ 
mented much that there was no translation of the 
Saxon Chronicle into English, with copious notes, 
and that the old Saxon language was nok more 
studied ; by the help of that well understood, 
he said, numerous errors would be corrected, ‘and 


contradictions reconciled in our history; we 

should draw our information purer from the spring 

itself, than from the polluted streams at a disy 

tance from the source. He said he had-always 

been puzzled to account for the Stourton arms, 
Oo 4 
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till he had heard, since his 
what was its origin ; 


visit to this country, 
he was therefore highly gra- 
tified by seeing the spot that bears jn nature what 
the Stourton family have represented on their es- 
cutcheon ; and this was a bearing very charaéter- 
istic of their great command, and particularly of 
their rights in the fishery of the Stour, co-exten- | 
Sive with its run: this was literally tracing their 
Consequence to its source; few armorial cogni- 
zances have as much meaning as this, when once 
explained. He questioned if the Stourton crest 


was not a pun, being a demi monk, and might have 
been assumed on a m 


arniage of one of the Stour: 
i rc tins with a Le Moine, by which their posses- 
th | sions were much increased; and the lady be- 
came half a monk only, her better half’ being » 
then a Stourton. Jones having picked up. this 
morning a rare plant he had been Ione in 
search: of, is impatient: to lay it out, by a: pro- 
cess he makes use of, that though dried! it will 
never appear. shrivelled; so while the botanist 
is busy in his hortus siccus, E will: send: you’ ano- 
ther extract from my Shakespeare’s unfading gar- 
land, viz. afew items from his journal, and: a. 


sample of his own Memoirs by himself. Adieu; 
and believe me ¢ ALT 


Yours, &c. 


10mo April 1595. 


Neere noondaye, and but 
Juste stirringe, haveing 


tasted noe sleepe til] after 
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mie chambere and bedde haveing been 
sted with fleas, which never weare 
ue soe abundantlie before, the 


“sunrise, 
greevouslie infe 
remembred to swat! 
whole kingdome over. Sandie countreyes more 
‘overrunne with this little bloode sucking varmin 
then others, which was confermed by that which 
mje noble and trulie liberall patrone mie Lorde of 
Southamton, related yesterdaye morning of manie 
people within this moneth dying of a flea feaver 
necre the Erle of Kent’s, att a smale vyllege 
called Sylveshoe, beeing a soyle composed of 
sande. | 

Mie: Lorde howored mee by callinge agen to- 
daye, and returned me mye tragedie of Richardé 
IIL. which he was pleased to speake of in straynes 
of high prayse; not that I have haulf fynished 
mie crooke-backed tirante. Flea-bitten was wonte 
to be a terme of lowe reproche, but it can be no 
longer accomted soe, for mie Lord of Southamton 
complayned noe lesse than me of the plague of 
the past nighte; and I noted his linen, that it 
must goe with noe richer blazonrie then his poore 
fellowe-suffrers to the bucking ; and the flea, this 
litle chartered lybertine, as impudentlie runs his 
capers in the Qeen’s Majestie’s ruffe, as Mistress 


-. Shakspere’s. 


es 


——— 


25mo Sept. 1590. The honorable’ goode ladie 
the Countesse of Pembrok hath’ condéscended' to 


requeste that I would sitt for mie pictore to a fo- 


rainer, one Signior Succaro, who loges‘at the back 
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of Ely Pallace. Her Majestie I have-sgene painted 
by him, withe my Lord Southamton}sead it is a 


trulie rare creacion. anaes 


’ 


Out of Shakespeare's own Memoirs, by Himself. 


Having an ernest desier to lerne forraine 
tonges, it was mie goode happ to have in mie 


fathere’s howse an Ittalian, one Girolamo Albergi, © 


tho he went bye the name of Francesco Manzini, | 


a dier of woole; but he was not what he wished 


to passe for; he had the breedinge of a gentil- | 


man, and was a righte sounde scholer. 


It was | 


he tought me the littel Italian | know, and rubbid | 


up my Lattin; we redd Bandello’s Novells togi-. 
ther, from the which I getherid some delliceous 
flowres to stick in mie dramattick poseys. He 
was nevew to Battisto Tibaldi, who made a transla- 
cion of the Greek poete, Homar, into Ittalian, he 
showed me a coppy of it givin him by hys kins- 
man, Ercolo Tibaldi. 

He tould me his uncle’s Witt was neaver so 
brylliaunt, and he neaver compoasid soe. well. as 
when he was officiatyng att the shryne of one of 
the foulest of all the Roman dieties, and had left 
a large vollume of reflexiones whilst emploied after 
this sorte, Antituled, Pensjey; digeriti. 

Altho he trusted me with muche, yet he smo- 
thered some secrettes whoose blazin w. 
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oweing to an erlie passione for a fayer mayden at 
Mantua, whiche urgid him to kill his rivalle in a 
duell. ae 

His knolege of dying woolle was nott that he \ va 
was broughte upp .to the trade, butt from his ' ! 
being deepe in all kindes of alkymy, wherewith 
he was wont to say he could produse gould owt 
of baser metalles, butt he would not increse the | ” 
miseryes of mankynd. What would yong Benn ‘ | | i. 
have gyven to have knowne hym? | 
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GENEALOGY, 


THROUGH SEVERAL PARTS OF 
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WALES, SOMERSETSHIRE, 


WILTSHIRE, 


A Series of. Letters 
TO A FRIEND IN DUBLIN; 


INTERSPERSED WITH A DESCRIPTION OR 


STOURHEAD AND STONEHENGE ; 


TOGETHER WiTH 


VARIOUS ANECDOTES, ‘ 


AND 
CURIOUS FRAGMENTS FROM A MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION 


ASCRIBED TO SHAKESPEARE. 


BY 


4 BARRISTER, , y 
Pichard pendent F-/45 Of G ‘ynamel Fishg ul We 
EDR RE aR OT 


Aulhor of D2luslreled Tour Chyvugh Fembroteshrne 1&0. 
LONDON : 


PUBLISHED BY SHERWOOD, NEELY, AND JONES, 
PATERNOSTER ROW. 


1811, 


— ve POLEVSRR VN WA Ke we 
J 


local description), Ian pre} 


sample of my Shakespeatian collection, the pro- 


A dee to 
duction of a lady bard, Anna Hatheway, after- Sed ow & 
Sys rh yee, ; : ; Datnens fleralet 
wards Mrs. Shakespeare (for she too, it seems, 1% A 


, 
Ihe ‘ hd ‘ e wan 
had tasted of Helicon); Jones has promised me a 7 


Copy of his song, both which I shall inclose; so 
adieu, and believe iié 
Yours, &e, 


TO HER OWNYE LOVYNGE WILLIE SHAKSPERE, 


DOr Lr? 


—— 


AL 


From mie throane in Willie's love, 
Whilest moare than roialle state I prooye, 
Circledd proude withe mirtle crowne, 

J onn Englaunde’s queene looke downe, 


And proude thie Anna welle maie bee, 

For queenes themselves mighte envie mee, 
Whoo scarse in pallacis cann finde 

Mie Willie’s forme, withe Willie's mynde. 


By formes forbidd to telle theire smarte, 
And of the canker ease the harte, 
Withe them, alas! too ofte 't is seene 
The wooman sufferes for the queene, 


But, oh! withe us, moare blest than thay, 
Heere happie nature hathe her swaye ; 
Wee looke, we love, and, voyde of shame, 
As soone as kindledd owne the flame. 


Anna Harnewar. 
Bye Avone’s sydes 


a — 


of festival by him and his companions ; and he was fortunate 
enough to have two or three friends in his native town of nearly 


who wrote ‘Titus Andronicus, which Shakespeare only revised 


‘and fathered; ‘and two others, of the names of Benson and 
Clopton, 
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MARGRAVE OF ANSPACH MARGRAVINE OF ANSPACH 


TT TN 
MARGRAVINE ROAD (clxxvi. 300).—It 
keeps alive the memory of that upstand- 
ing Englishwoman, Elizabeth, Margravine of 
Anspach, referred to at clxxii, 248. How 
much of a finger in the pie she had in the 
district may be gathered from her correspon- 
dence with the Rev. Mr. Cotton on the sub- 
ject of her negotiations, from 1805, for the 
purchase of more land, for ready money, 
“‘near the Thames and near my Pavilion.’’ 
These negotiations involved dealings with 
‘crusty’? Mr. Granger, his tenant, the 
“over-reaching ’? Mrs. Bagley, and ‘“ that 
horrible Mr. Ross.’’ They were an effort to 
oblige the 4th Earl of Cholmondeley, one year 
her senior, who was ‘‘ begging and praying 
most devoutly to be near’’ the former Lady 

Craven, ‘‘ and his feet in the Thames.”’ 
These letters were written by the Margra- 
vine from her place at Benham and from 
Brandenburgh House, hers from 1792. 
Brandenburgh House had been built by Sir 
Nicholas Crisp and there, in 1821, poor Queen 
Caroline breathed her last. Tt lay between 
Fulham Palace Road and the river and, like 
the Margravine, gave its name to a loca] road, 


FREDERIC CONNETT Wuttr. 
13 Cranham Street, Oxford. 
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From mie throane in Willie’s love, 
Whilest moare than roialle state I proove, 
Circledd proude withe mirtle crowne, 
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For queenes themselves mighte envie mee, 

Whoo scarse in pallacis cann finde i; 
_ Mie Willie’s forme, withe Willie's mynde. 


And of the canker ease the harte, 
Withe them, alas! too ofte ’tis seene 
The wooman sufferes for the queene. 
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Then keep it till ’tis fairly cold. 


To scare my steps from Pleasure’s bowers, 
I yalue not what greybeards say ; 

That aspics lurk beneath the flowers, 
‘That dang’ rows syrens line the way : 
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Adieu, and believe me, my dear Hibernian, 


Ever‘yours, &c. 
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road soon after him. Highly flattered and ‘grati- 
fied by the entertainment we had ‘enjoyed, we re- 
turned to our inn by ten o’clock, ‘and, without 
trespassing on the hours of rest, “had sufficient 
time to give you the joumal of ‘the day, ‘aud by 
the help of Jones, who is at another table copying out 
of my late purchased manuscript another sample! of 
its contents in verse and prose, to inclose you a little 
poem by Anna Hatheway, which Jones ‘speaks ‘in 
raptures of; and a curious letter from Shakespeare 
to one of his early intimates in ‘his’ native >town. 
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TO THE BELOVYD OF THE MUSES AND MEE. 


Sweete swanne of A von, thou whoose art * 
Can mould at will the human hart, 

Can drawe from all who reade or heare, 
The unresisted smile and teare : 


By thee a vyllege maiden found, 

No eare had I for mesured sounde ; 

To dresse the fleese that Willie wrought 
‘Was all I knewe, was all I saught, 


At thie softe lure too quicke I flewe, 
Epamored of thie songe I grewe ; 

The distaffe soone was layd asi le, 

And all mie woork thie straynes supply'd& 


Thou gavest at first th’ inchanting guill, 
And everie kiss convay'd thie skill ; 
Unfelt, ye maides, ye cannot tell 

The wondrouse force of suche a spell. 


Nor marvell if thie breath transfuse 

A charme repleate with everie muse; 
They cluster rounde thie lippes, and thyne 
Distill theire sweetes improv'’d on myne. 


Awna Hatueway. 


a ae eg 

* By this Sonnet, as well as several parts of Shakespeare's 
manuscript journal, and the memoirs of his life written by him- 
self, it appears that Shakespeare’s dramatic genius had discovered 
itself very early, and that several scenes, afterwards, with slight 
variations, engrafted into his best plays, were exhibited at seasons 
of festival by him and_ his companions ; .and he was fortunate 
enough to have two or three friends in his native town of nearly 
his own age, with congenial talents, particularly the very person 
who wrote Titus Andronicus, which Shakespeare only revised 


and fathered; -and two others, of the names of Benson sand 
Clopton, 
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TO MASTER WILLIAM BENSON, MY MUCH ESTEEMED 


FREND, AND THE. DARLYNGE OF THE, MUSES: 
These from mie harte. 

Ir rejoyceth me muche to heere that youre: 
broaken legg is agen knytted together, and that it 
beginnes to looke and dyschaurge its office now as 
well as the othere. During youre paynfull con- 
finemente with it, when it was dowtful -/how it 
would end, I seriowsly felt for you, and for the 
woorld, which in that shorte vacation from youre 
labors hath had a loss ; and had not. Heven pre- 
sevid you to us, wold in youre deth have had such 


a loss that could not be repayred, with soe manie 


misterys of art shut up in the cabbinett of youre 
braine, that must have peryshed with you. 

Of youre unyversall alfabett I have’ allwaies 
spoaken to such as have mynd enow to grasp the 
plann, as well as of that cureouse macheene for 
writing twoo letters at once, which was in it’s 


nursy’s armes when Tsawe you last, but now ‘ar- 


ryved at maturitie. 

” Richarde Sadleir, who you maie remembere our 
_ puny littel schoole-fellowe, and who sayes he shall 
» neaver forgett your savyng hym from Dick the tan- 
ner his mastiffe, hath promysed, and hys promyse 
“4s anoather woorde for purformaunce, to get his fa- 

there, Sir Ralph, to interest the Queene’s Majes- 
“tie in your behaulfe, and bryng your rare tallentes 
» to her knolege; and the yennerable knight boastes 
bof haveing more of the eare of hys mystress then 


Moltegu Falhot 


' anie other of her courtiers, as he knoweth better 
| than most of them how to humore her. 

I was yesterdaie honored by a visite fromymy 
Lorde of Cork, to whoom I spoake in the warmest 
tearmes of your ingeniouse conceiptes in all kindes 


of mechannisme, as well as sciencys, He asked 
ine if I beleeved vou woold not. dislyke going 
oaver to Irlande, for he could sarve you theare, 
wheare larning and the artes are in a lowe state. 
He had a goodlie ould gentilman withe hym,hys 
father-in-lawe, Sir Geoffry Fenton, reputed a, grete 
statisman, and a persone hie in the Queene’s favor; 
he had travvyled muche over Europe, and so- 
jorned, when yong, long in Italy. He gave me 
the frame of a tragedie, from a Jammentabil storye, 
that fell out when he was at Lucca, and showed 
me noe smalle skille in hys hintes for putting it 
togither. He sayd he had at tymes amusyd hym- 
selfe in making posies of the symple wild flowres 
erowyng at the foote of Parnassus. He lamentid 
muche the mixteur of lowe ribbauldrie with some 
of mie most mooving sceanes. It was almost, he 
sayd, prophanacion. I owned it was soarelie 
against mie wille, but I kept a shop, and must 
have wares for all. customers. Att the requeste of 
aladie of honore, noe less a parsonage than the 
Gountesse of Pembrok, I had dropped. the grave i 
sceane in mie Hamlett, butt the poppulece grew 
outragiouse, and threatted to bury us all unlesse 
theire favorit parte was restorid. He presented 
me wyth.a choyce discoorse of his on love, printed 
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at Padua, in goulden letters, and in soe smalle a 
forme.as to go into the pocket of one’s dublet. | 

It was noe good pollicie in you to open soe 4 
much of your scheame of the universall carecter 
to that Frenche Papiste* who ould Gastrell, the 
apoticary, had picked upp and harbouryd, for he 
has all the ayr of atreacherer. In future keep 
your harte more lockid, and give not the kay but 
to such as are woorthie of the truste; and of that 
number you maye safelie venture to rank your 


ttied and faithful sarvitor, Bra 
WusS. 


Warminster, November 15, 18607. 

MY DEAR CHARLES, 
Loneieat, the magnificent seat of the 
Marquis of Bath, having been pointed out to us 
as well worth visiting, and by way of foil, taj,set 
it off, the seat of the Duke of Somerset, which 
‘swe must pass in our way thither, they both lying 
not far out of our direct course to Heytesbury ; 
and Jones recollecting that he had an acquaint- 
* Jones recollects to have seen among his father's memoranda 
reference to a curious letter, dated 1641, from Doctor Griffith 
Williams, a Welshman, then Bishop of Ossory, about being 
consulted by King Charles I. respecting an invention by an un- 


known Frenchman, born in Geneva, for an universal character ; 


” probably a descendant of the very Papist Shakespeare refers to, 
as having drawn the secret from his friend Benson. 


speare’s, which, if it pleases you half as much as F 
it has done me, you will thank me for inclosing. fj 
: s Pag 
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| witha noble library, a fine collection of drawings 


t! 


and prints, anda curious cabinet of coins. These 
new possessions sudilenly showered upon him, in- 
finitely exceeding his taste, his expenses, or his 
desires, became a sdurce of new disquietude. His 
literature was too abstruse to be useful to the world 
| or profitable to himself; and his independence 
_ only generated a sort of pride that aspired to at- 
_ tentions he had no claim on, and, from his re- 
cluse life, he had no chance.of receiving ; yet the 
hermit, shrinking from observation, ds modest 
*-«fourt notice, and too humble and primitive to 
figure away as a modern high churchman, thinks 
his lot hard to have been so overlooked, and that 
his sie have not felt the embrace of the ; 
mitre.” ‘The stroke of twelve now put us in mind 
of retiring, and We separated for the night. We 
tose early, and whilst I was winding up my 
journal, our masked friends, Biologits for their 
intrusion, stripped of noses, wigs, and all dis- 
gv sé, came to Avish us a good morning, with the 
hope that some accident might again throw us 
into each other's company. Hate I have half 
an hour yet to/ breakfast, Jones being gone with 
the landlord of the inn to see a botanist a little 
way out of the town, and to inquire for a rare 
plant whose habitat is mentioned in this neigh- i 
bourhood, I shall copy out a little poem of Shake- 
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TO THE PEERLESSE ANNA, THE’ MACNETiN, 08 STE 


AFFECTIONNES. 


Nott that mie native fieldes T leve, 

Swelles in myne eie the scaulding teate, 
Or biddes with sighes mye bosom heave, 

* A wyse man’s countrie’s everie wheare : 


Nott that I thus am rudelye torne ¢ 
Fatre from the muses’ haunte L love, 
’ With manlie mynde this might be.borne, 
Else wheare the muse might friendlie pfoove : 


But, ah! with thyne mie vital] thredde 
So close is twysted, that-to parte 

From thee, or ¢’er the bridal bedde } 
Was scarselie tastid, breakes mie harte. 


Oh! would-the fatall syster’s steele 
- Be streched to cutt her worke inn twayne, 
Wythelde whiche destynes me to feele 
That lyfe thus lenthen’d is butt payne. 


Deen eee AEE EGOS Se ee Ls 


* In a letter from Milton to Peter Heimbach, as quoted in 
that valuable accession to the biography of this country, the Life 
of Milton, by Doctor Symmons, I remember an expression, 
echoed, as it were, from the great dramatist : . 


“Patria est, ubicunque est.” 


4 This seems to have been written on his quitting the country 
in.consequence of his juvenile adventure with a» party of deer- 
stealers, as the little poem which follows in the collection from 
Annz clearly settles. 

+ By this it appears that Shakespeare had but just been mar-° 
ried when the deer-stealing frolic took place; a circumstance to 
which, in all probability, we owe the noblest compositions of 


human genius. 
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‘But yett a whyle her sheares be stayde, 
For dieing I woold fayne reclyne 
On Anna’s brest, and theare be layde 
Wheare Anna’s duste mote wedde withe myne, 
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deesai whom the spirit never once moved to utter 
a syllable, not permitting his rigid stiffness to 
relax into a yeaor nay ; the other an Italian, with 
the looks of an hereditary assassin, and a stiletto in 
every feature, who was as silent as the Quaker, 
but whose countenance spoke more, I fear, than 
his tongue could dare to utter. I learned that he 
was confidential valet to a great man: what a re- 

‘of preferring a set of foreign mise 


filled to empower me to complete the business he 
had to transact, and to make his will. He told 
mie he had left us both trustees for his nephew, 
young Benson; and _as..to publishing: his Letters, 
as well as the contents of his Carmarthen manu- 
cript, he left that totally to you and me, saying, 
he felt but little interest in any thing now. His 


foi r 


itude then forsook him, his manly cheek was 


1CCK 


wet with tears, his heart was bursting. At. last, 


grasping me by the hand, in an agony of conflict- 


ing 


passions, with “ Remember me to O’Brien,” 


which were his Jast words, he turned from me, 
never looked: back, rushed into the chaise, anc 
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il | It gives me infinite pleasure to find 
a that my communications from» the Carmarthen 
WH. | manuscript. have been so acceptable, and that. 
| Conolly is of, the same opinion with you as to pub- 
| - dishing the whole, which, from looking more into 
| the contents of, my purchase, will. make a hand- 
| some modern octayo, what with the Shakespearian 
farrago, the prophecies, and two or three whimsi- 
| cal'scraps of miore recent date, probably collected 
by the person who-last owned the book. I shall 
therefore avoid giving the chance of publicity to 
more of my;,ancient treasures, and yet I cannot 
forbear treating ,you with a specimen of the pro- 
phecies) and thein, notes vartorum, which. I shall 
tack onto my next, having already pledged my- 
self im this to give you the antiquarian sonnets I 


have referred to, and which Jones at another table 
e to feele 


is now copying to be inclosed, 
ana. syay Uirup tol UICL UT butt payne. 


* In a letter from Milton to Peter Heimbach, as quoted in 
that valuable accession to the biography of this country, the Life’ 
of Milton, by Doctor Symmons, I remember an expression, 
echoed, as it were, from the great drannatist : 


« Patria est, ubicunque est.” 


4 This seems to have been written on his quitting the country 
in-consequence of his juvenile adventure with a party of deer- 
stealers, as the little poem which follows in the collection from 
Ann clearly settles. 

+ By this it appears that Shakespeare had but just been mar-* 
ried when the deer-siealing frolic took place; a circumstance to 
which, in all probability, we owe the noblest compositions of | 


human genius. | 
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time. Jones has not been idie; for having left \$ 
him the manuscript farrago 1 picked up in Wales, 
he has most judiciously arranged it for the press, 
and out of the rudiments of a tragical event at 
Lucca, as found among Shakespeare's memoranda, 
and communicated to him by a gentleman he there 
names and refers to, has sketched the outline of a 
most interesting tragedy; and has filled up three 
acts in so masterly a. manner as bids fais» to restore 
Melpomene to her pristine rank in the British 
drama. But yet when he has finished it, it will 
be difficult to prevail on him to pring it before the 
public, such is his extreme diffidence and genuine 
modesty, without a particle of affectation, owing 
to which I fear his great abilities will be lost to 
the world. I shall be nearer to you in my next, 
which I hope will be dated from among the 
mountains in North Wales; so, till then, adieu ! 
filled to empower me to complete the business he 
had to transact, and to make his will. He told e 
me he had left us both trustees. for his: nephew, 
young Benson; and_as..to publishing his Letters, 
ag well as the contents of his Carmarthen manu- 
script, he left that totally to you and me, saying, 
he felt but little interest in any thing now. His 
fortitude then forsook him, his manly cheek was , 
wet with tears, his heart was bursting. At last, fe 
grasping me by the hand, in an agony of eonilict- 
ing passions, with “ Remember me to O’Brien,” 
which were his last words, he turned from me; 
never looked back, rushed into the chaise, and i 
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drove off. I shall be here for at least a fortnight, 

before I can finish the business left me to accom: 

_plish ; so I may hope to hear from you, and it 

would be but charity to endeavour te raise the dex 

pressed spirits of, dear Sir, ea 


Es Yours most’sincBrely, 
be! ies H. Jones. 
I have beén sii¢cessful in my mission, am returned pe 
in “health, and continue to have favourable . ac 
countsfrom Madeira. During my absence J*have 
lost my éxcellent uncle, who had always been a 
second father tome, and has left.mie the last sur- 
vivor of my family.~Having» fever been married, | 
and having no relations that required a provisiog} | i| 
he had so disposed of vhis property as to give him | 
a greater life income, and by that méans a greater 
command of such things as gratified his fine taste, 
andeontributed to his ease and comfort. Personal 
property was all he had to leave, and that he be- 
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Bangor, June 13, 1808. 


MY DEAR SIR, 

Wuar I long dreaded has come to pass; 
our friend this morning received letters full of 
lalarm as to the state of her health for whom he 
Hives; and he has torn himself from me in.a state 
of distraction, resolved instantly to set sail for 
/Madeira. 1 offered him all the consolation I had 
|to give, or that friendship could dictate; but 


‘who can medicine to a mind diseased?” After 
the first paroxysm, summoning his fortitude, he 
| became calm enough to have a letter of attorney 


| filled to empower me to complete the business he 
| had to transact, and to make his will. He told 
| me he had left us both trustees. for his: nephew, 
‘| young Benson ; and as.to publishing: his Letters, 
as well as the contents of his Carmarthen manu- 
script, he left that totally to you and the, saying, 
he felt but little interest in any thing now. His 
fortitude then forsook him, his manly cheek was 
wet with tears, his heart was bursting. At last, 
grasping me by the hand, in an agony of conilict- 
ing passions, with ‘“ Remember me to O’Brien,” 


A 


which were his last words, he turned from me, 
never looked back, rushed into the chaise, and 


ZB. 
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not be detected even in the orchestra, — Reco 
Veteran, 


art of the toilet, that he n 


sh his moustache and whj 


Richard Jones, 


1778-18cr, 
Who is this ? all b 


a 


u/s, NO part you ever pl 


ayed— 
f10b, Llandy, Shuffleton, or 


Lover, 


And it equally as true js 
That, Mr, Jones, you are not Lewis, 
If, Jones, to your ears my caustic lays 
J b> i ay seem too niggard of their praise, 
Perhaps it’s true, and shall [ own 
{ fy seem not so to you alone? 
‘ And fear’d I not to turn a brain | 
Already too volatile and vain, 


by the favour 


of Mr, Ireland, inspected the Sh 
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line of characters was the elegant and refined gentleman of the 
old school. Talbot was a distinct actor from Lewis, who 
excelled in another range. With such rare qualities Talbot — 
could not get a position in London, Both of the great houses 
were barred against him, and finding metropolitan renown wag 3 
. out of his reach, he determined to remain in a land that appre- | 


ciated his abilities ; and in 1809 the Belfast Theatre came under % 
his sway, where for a number 6f years he ruled the destinies 
of the drama with credit and honour.— Walter Donaldson, 

Henry Ireland had been an early associate and friend of 

Montague Talbot. They resided vis-a-vis, in chambers on the Tx Wee 
ground floor, in a narrow court in the ‘Temple when youths. v7, , a) as 
They had but one heart, one mind; all between them was on TKa% 
candour and confidence, It happened, however, that all at Térrfole| 
once Talbot found his friend reserved in his manner and secluded ; 
in his habits, The suddenness of the change was remarkable. 
It was evident that Ireland had some secret and absorbing 
occupation ; and whenever Talbot attempted to enter his friend’s 
chamber, he found the door locked, and always had to wait a 
few minutes before he obtained admission. He ‘then observed 
that Ireland’s desk was closed and all papers hidden—a new 
custom. At first Talbot rallied Ireland upon his unwonted 
reserve, then reproached him for it, All was alike in yain: 
Ireland seemed resolved that he should not penetrate the « heart 
of his mystery,” and Talbot's curiosity was upon the rack. 
One morning, the day being warm, Ireland had opened the 
window of his den, and placing himself before it at his desk, 
with the door locked, he was so situated as to be able to 
discern an interloper. Thus it seemed impossible that a sur- 
prise could happen. Talbot withdrew from his own desk—also 
at the window—for some time, in order to lull suspicion in 
Ireland’s mind, and afterwards crept out of his door upon his 
hands and knees, till he arrived under the window, where his 
unconscious friend sat in fancied security, Talbot then raised 
himself slowly-.and quietly, and when he had attained the 
window-sill, dexterously darted up and pounced upon Ireland’s 
papers. . . . . Thus caught, poor Ireland made a merit of com- 
municating what he could no longer withhold, and ingenuously 
owned his Shakspeare forgeries to his friend, before public detec- 
tion, in a no less determined manner, compelled him to make 
his confessions to the’world. From this moment Talbot saw 
the progress of his clever imposition, although he did not assist 
in it.\—Life of Mathews. 


Montague Talbot was the Light \oeeteterecgee tin 


 Treland was sixteen years of age when he forged a series of papers 
which he ascribed to Shakspeare. The papers wer submitted to a number 
of literary persons, among whom were Dy. Parr, James Boswell, Herbert 
Croft, Pye (poet laureate), and Valpy, who wrote the following certificate « 
“We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, haye, in the presence and 
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/FGY THE LATE MR, SAMUEL LOVER. ITF 7-186 5 
THE LATE SAMUEL LOVER. 


The death of Mr. Samuel Lover, author of many popular tales 

and songs illustrative of Irish character, was announced last week, 

This genial poet and humourist was born in Dublin, in 1797, being 

son of a stockbroker in that city. He began life as an artist, and 

soon won sufficient reputation to be elected, in 1828, a member of 

the Royal Hibernian Society’ of Arts. He afterwards became 

secretary to that institution. Beginning the practice of his art as 

@ miniature-painter in Dublin, he executed portraits of the Marquis 

of Wellesley (Lord Lieutenant), the Duke of Leinster, Lord | 

Cloncurry, and other persons of the Irish aristocracy, by whose) 

patronage he might have hoped to attain a lucrative professional 

position. But his versatile genius led him to prefer a literarycareer. 

A series of “Legends and Tales,’ originally contributed to a 

Dublin magazine, was his first avowed publication, It was dedi- 

cated “to Sir Martin Archer Shee, a painter, a poet, and an Irish- 

man,’’ by the author, who in himself combined all three titles, 

Lover (Samuel) Novelist, Two A. L. 8. 5 pp. 8vo, S#. Helier’s, 
Jersey, 18th Dec., 1867, etc., to Harrison Ainsworth, relative 
to the : 

Remarkable instance of bad feeling and bad taste on the part 
of Moore (Tom) at the dinner which Bentley gave in his honour ... 
Moore’s offensive expressions, and my sharp and. conclusive remarks 
on the same: Moore’s and Luttrell’s immediate departure, and 
Moran’s (sub.-Edr. of Globe) proposal’ to drink Moore’s health, by | 
way of covering his retreat it was you, who in a generous 
spirit of indignation rebuked the toadyism of Moran, with an | 
emphatic assertion that “I have always behaved. like a man among 
men,” proposed my health instead of Moore’s which was received 
by cheers from the rest of the company, etc. (4) 
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| - Thomas Yates, 


efq-.a lieutenant in the 
| Wavy (to which rank he was admitted 
fune-24, 1782) and/an artift of fome me- 


| 
| 
| Pit, having publithed prints from drawings 


by himfelf of two celebrated naval ations. | 


He was great-neptiew to the late celebrated 


Comedian (p. 525), but by whom he had | 


for fome years been unaecountably negle&t- 
ed; and he has now loft his hfé in confe- 
quence of a difpute with Mifs fones relative 
to the poffeffion of the theatrical veteran’s 
houfe in Stafford-row, which Mifs Jones 
eonfidered to be her property (fee p. 526); 
and in which for fome little time they 
both refided. Gn the 18th of Auguft, Mr. 
John Sellers was brought into the houfe, 
to protect Mifs Jones and her property ; 
and, on the 21, Richard Footner was in- 
troduced for the fame purpofe, On the 


« 22d, the wife of Mr. Yates. being abfent, 
¢ he dined alone about three o’clock s and, 


watked after dinnér into the garden at the 
back of the houfe. 


had faftened him out, finding tbat he was 
hkely to gain admittance, fired a piftol, the 


| Bal from which entered the right fide of Mr. | 
|¥, The noife giving an alarm, fome neigh- | 


| 


‘sev found Mr. ¥. bleeding. Dr. Cruik- 
| thanks attended him twice the fame even- 


; 


noon, leaving five children, and a widow 
pregnant with a fixth (Mrs. Yates is 
very elegant in her perfon, aid made her 
appearance laft feafon at Covent-garden 
theatre, in the charaéter of the Grecian 
| Daughter.) in confequence of the coro- 
| ner’s inqueft, Sellers, Footner, and Eliza- 
| beth Jones, after a regular examination’at 
the publié office in Bow-{treet, have been 
committed on a charge of - wilful murther. 


guilt was in a great degree removed; but 
| the prifoners were again fully committed. 


Mr. Sellers formeriy kept a Staffordthire 


warehoufe on Garlick-hill, in which buf- 
nefs he failed, and afterwards embarked in 
the limenstrade. Mifs Jones, towards the 


latter end of +793, performed the character | 


of Imogen at Covent-Gardena theatre for 
one night only, 


Sep-b 17 9G 
Friday, September 16 


‘bar at the.Old Bailey ;.the former pon 
the charge of having wilfully. and .malici- 
oufly wounded Mr.Thomas Yates,..with.a 
piftol-ball, of which-wound -he died ; and 
the two latter for aiding.and abetting ; in 
the faid. murder. The evidence. adduced 
onthe, trial was nearly the fame. as took 
place before the magiftrates andthe. coro- 
ner’s jury ,(fee,p. 710). Lhat.which was 
new on the trial was. a-variation. in. the 
evidence,of the fervant, .Mary Thompfon ; 
‘who, fwore before the magiftrates, that 
Mr. Yates puthed away, the piftol with, his 
hand..when,prefented , by. Sellers ;. but cons 
tradi¢ted herfelf in this, particular, on. the 
trial, that Mr. Yates didnot touch ,the 
piftol, norwas it poffible for him to reach 
it,, though on -her firft .examination , fhe 
had {worn that, Mr. Yates had hold of. it, 
and...was ftruggling with ,it .at. the mo- 
moent,it. went off, Jt came out.in evidence 
#hat..Mr. :Yates had behaved .in a yin- 
adjective quarrelfome, manner in the houfe, 


having threatened Mifs Jones with perfonal — 


jviolence. Sellers, in his defence, . denied 
_all intention of killing. Mr. Yates, but that 
the piftol went off, owing to Yates, taking 


phold.of its. and. that he had.defired to be. 


furnifhed with the piftols for his. perfonal 
defence, as Mr. Yates had repeatedly threat- 
ened.to bring in feveral perfons to tur'a them 
out by force. .He had. only been: fhut_out 
for.the purpofe of keeping him out.till the 


attorney, who had been fent for, thould - 
That his talcing sthe pittol was — 


arrive. 
the impulfe of the moment, and was ouly) 
intended to have intimidated him, ;.and that 
Mr. Yates himfelf feized, hold of the 
piftol, to, wreft it from him. . Mifs,fones, | 
in her. defence, went into the pavticu- 
lars of ber firft engagement .with the 
date..Mr. Richard Yates, and .of jer, per-, 
forming at the Birmingham theatre, of the 
willin ber, favour, and..of the, turbulent 
behaviour of the deceafed 5 difclaiming all 
idea of his murder,,,and,that fhe would 
) have willingly refigned-eyery fhilling, of the 
property, to have faved Mr. Yates’s life. 
' Footner, {aid little more. than, accounting 
| for his being in,the houfe in the way: Sel- 
| Jers had previouily. related,. merely calling 
a8,an, aequaintance of Sellers.) Evidence to 


_ chara€ter was only. called in favour of Sel- 


Jers ; feveral.perfons proved him a quiet, 
humane, tnofienfive man, The. learned 
‘judge, Rooke, then proceeded to fum, up 
the evidence, and to, paint out the moft 
ftriking .parts.to the jury. - He thought 
-Mifs Jones. and.Mr, Footner;onght clearly 
to be acquitted of wilful.murder, as they 
did- not kaow that Sellers bad the piftol, 
and it. Was not intended. to: keep Mr. 
Yate? out by violence. With. regard 
to, Sellers, the jury fhould confider whe- 
ther. he fired the prttol walfully ; if be did, 
phe savas, guilty of, murder ; if the. piftel 


| bouys climbed over the garden-wall, where | 


| ing, and had great hopes; but next moriie! 
) ing, at nine, pronouncing the wound mortal, 
| Mr. Y. made his will,«and expired about 
i 


Two gentlemen of great ref{pectability, | 
whotbad never before feen Mifs Jones, of-_ 
fered bail.for herto any amount; which 
the magiftrates refufed. Ona fecond exa- 
mination, Aug. 29, the idea of premeditated 


This day John Sellers, William, Foot | 
ner, and Elizabeth Jones, were put to the 


On his return, the | 
door being. fattened, his fervant,’ Mary | 
Thompfon, attempted to get him in at the | 
Kitehen window. One of the perfons who | 
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went off by .accident, it was only manny 
flaughter ; fhort of that it. could not bes) 
The .jury retired for a few, minutes 5 and i 
brought in-their verdiét, John,Sellers, mot’ 
guilty,of the murder, but guilty of ‘man=| 
flaughter ; Elizabeth Jones_and Richard | 
Footner, not guilty, There are five wills 

or.teftamentary papers, each of which-are 

uniformly. in fayobr of Mifs Jones, one 

faid to be a regularedrawn willin 1739- 
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"T"™ Molagu Fathet .. 
— “MONTAGU TALBOT TO SAMUEL IRELAND 
Carmarthen!/Nov.1795. 

Deets. 


If,since I left London I have had a leisure MOment to 
keep my word & write you an account of the Papers of Shakespeare 


‘I have not had spirits sufficiently collected owing to hard study 


& hurry of business,to give you:the precise account of them, I 
wished you should have from my hands ~ I, have now the pleasure 
to communicate all you will in honor require from me & all I can 


ever reveal to you & the World - The. Gentleman in whose possession 


these things were found,is a friend of mine, & by me your Son 
Samuel was introduced to his acquaintance .- One morning in 
rummaging, fppm mere curiosity some old lumber consisting of Deeds 
Books &c. in a closet at my friend's house I discovered a Deed 
with the signature of William Shakespeare which induced me to 
read part of it & on finding the words, "Stratford-on-Avon, I was 
convinced it was the hand-writing of the famous English Bard:- 
With permission of my friend ( whom I will in future call Mr.H-4 
I carried the Deed, to Sam knowing with what enthusiasm he and 
yourself regarded. the works of that Author, or any trifling 
article he was possessed of, tho' I was prepared to see my friend 
samuel a little pleased with what I presented to him, yet I. did 
not expect that great joy he felt on the occasion - he told me 
there was nothing known in the Hand-writing of Shakespeare, but 
his signature to some Will or Deed in, Doctors Commons, & pressed 
me to carry him to H's house that he might see if there wag 
amongst the lumber I had spoken of, any other such Relick; = I 
immediately complied with his Request.- For several ,successive 
mornings we passed some hours in examining different Papers 4 
Deeds, most of which were useless and uninteresting, but our 
labor was rewarded by finding a few more relating to Shakespeare 
these we took away, but never without H's Permission. At last 
we were so fortunate to discover, a Deed, in which our Friend 
was materially concerned - Some landed property which had long 
been the Subject, of Litigation was here ascertained, and H's 
title to it clearly proved. H. now said " in return for this 
whatever you & Mr.Ireland find amongst the Lumber, be what it 
may shall be your..own"- (meaning those things which we should 
see zypetomabernmckhakespeares-—)~Shervtiy-after-this-I--ieft-Lendex, 
fag-yeu- prize for being Shakespeare's) Shortly after this I 
left London, ( as you may remember) on my favorite Pursuit, but 
previous to my departure. made the following agreement with my 
Friend Sam, that if he fortunately should discover any papers 
of Shakespeare, the publication or use of which any pecuniary 
Advantages should accrue, such Profits should be equally divided 
between us. H, just before my departure strictly enjoined us 
never to mention him as the possessor of the Papers = tho',I 
wished,until Sam should have completed his researches, that little 
should be said on. the subject,yet I was ignoranr why He - when 
the search was finished should still wish his name concealed . 

I thought it absurd and could not prevail on him to mention 
his reasons,tho' from some trifling unguarded expression,I was 
at last induced to believe,that one of his Ancestors was a con- 
temporary with Shakespeare in the Dramatic profession and that 
as he H.= was a man somewhat known in the World,and in the Walk 


of high Life,he did not wish such a circumstance should be made publi 


public = this Suspicion was (as it will presently appear) well 
founded 

Whilst I was in Dublin I heard to my great joy and aston- 
ishment,that Sam had discovered amongst the Lumber,the Play of 
Vortigern and Rowena,the manuscript of Lear, &c.&c.kc. 

I was impatient to hear every particular and principally 
for that purpose made my late visit to London = I found H.-= 
(what I always thought him) a man of strict Honour,and willing 
to abide by the Promise he made in consequence of our finding 
the Deed,by which he benefitted so much - He left us tg adjust 
between ourselves the Division of the Profits,and the following re 
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resolution made between Sam aad myself met with his concurrence; 
that in consequence of Samuel's diligence,and my negligence in 
searching for these valuable articles,and some other Agreements 
between ourselves (which are immaterial to mention) that had been 
made before my departure from London; I should not receive,as 

we had agreed an equal share, but that Sam should receive two 
thirds of the Profit,arisine from: the performing and publishing 
the Play of Vortigern and Rowena,and I only one = . 

I will now explain the Reason of H's. secrecy;- On account 
of your desire to give to the World some Explanation of the 
Business,and your telling me that such Explanation was necessary, 
I renewed my Entreaties to him to suffer us to discover his name, 
place of abode,and every Circumstance of the Discovery of the 
Papers; but in vain. I proceeded: to prove as well as I could 
the Folly of its Concealment,when he produced a Deed of Gift, 
which he had himself found in the Closet, just before my Depar- 
ture from London,in January lasts;but which I had never seen 
before = by this Deed,William Shakespeare assigned to John ---- 
who it seems was really an Ancestor of our Friend H.+ ,every 
article contained in an upper Room,in Consequence of their 
having passed together many evenings in moral discourse,and in 
smoking their Pipes together in that very Apartment. 

The Articles as,Furniture,Cups,a Miniature Picture,and many 
other things,are specified in the Deed, but excepting the Minia- 
ture, (which was lately found amongst the Lumber and which is a 
likeness of Shakespeare himself) and the Papers,very few of 
them remain in H¥8 hands,and the rest unfortunately cannot be 
traced. It is supposed too that many Valuable Papers have been 
lost or destroyed as the whole Lumber has never remembered to 
have been at all valued or guarded from the destructive Hands 
of the lowest Domestics - 

When I parted with you a few weeks since, H.- promised me 
that the Deed of Gift above mentioned should be sent you,first 
erasing or cutting out the name of the Grantee ~ On my last 
visit to my Friend H.=- with Sam,he weutd-smmedsately-~roveke 
khes-premise again enjoined us never to make his name known to 
anyone,declaring,if we did,he would immediately revoke his 
promise and claim the whole again as his own property = 

I hope,my dear Sir,I have omitted nothing material in relating 
these circumstances and tho'this account may not enable you 
perfectly to satisfy many,who from an idle curioity would know 
more,yet the Liberal-minded I am sure will allow,that you have 
just Reasons for withholding what is,and is to be concealed. 

I most earnestly beg You will send me a copy of Vortigern 
and Rowena,as soon as it can be conveniently be Me hag ee tli 
the Margin marked according’ to the curtailment for Stage Represent 
sentation.-=- 
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A short time after this letter of Mr.Talbot'sccame to hand, 
which I believe was about ye latter end of Nov.1795. my Son 
brought me the Deed of Trust therein mentioned,from Shakespeare 
to Heminge,but without any erasure,as mentioned by Talbot in ye 
foregoing letter. I had indeed repeatedly told my Son,that,if 
any erasure was made or paper stuck over any name,I would not 
wish to have it,conceiving that such circumstance would invali- 
date the Deed and I could not consistently lay it before the 
Public. 
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SAMUEL IRELAND TO MONTAGU TALBOT. 


Sw ees 


Copy of my letter to Talbot.@pril 9.1796. 


Dear Sir, 

T have reason to make some apology for not answering your 
letter before,but the many engagements I have had,and a conscious- 
‘ness that my Son corresponded with you has caused this delay - 

T now take up my pen on a subject my good sir, the most painful 
and oppressive that I have ever been engaged in in the course of 
my life,a matter of no less consequence than that of the happiness 
of myself and family and perhaps may terminate in my ruin. 

I need not say that this subject is the Shakespeare MSS. which 
through your original discovery came to my Son,and from him into my 
possession _ The originality of them has been doubted by some and 
totally disbelieved by many.The source of these doubts has been 
from the mysterious manner in which they were first discovered 
and from my total inability to give the public any satisfaction 
on that head.= When I received them I applied to various persons 
whom T had reason to believe well-skilled in the various branches 
of knowledge,necessary to give a sanction to the belief or disbe- 
lief of their originality, these opinions being favourable to the 
latter,together with a full conviction on my owm part both ‘from 
their appearance and the manner in which they came to my hands 
vizi- as being from my Son,who I cannot imagine wou ad be so base, 
as to involve me and his family in imfamy and ruin by becoming 
an accomplice with any person or persons in putting forth an 
imposition - 

Thus situated I have laid some of them before the public,which 
have been but ill-réceived and on which I have sustained a pe- 
cuniary loss. 

The Play of Vortigern has likewise been represented and has 
met with afate that has involved me still farther in inconvenience, 

I have been abused publicly and privately for such an attempt 
to impose on the Town and I hear the public determination is to 
pursue me even to ruin - This I cannot but feel most acutely as 
being totally ignorant of having done anything injurious. 

T feel it therefore,incumbent on you and indeed a duty that 
you owe to my injured family to give some relief on this occasion 
and to shand forward in some way or other to exculpate me from the 
imfamy that at present I inadvert ntly lay under. 

I premised to my Son some time ago,that two gentlemen of 
respectability and independence should be called in and made ac- 
quainted with the nature of the discovery of the papers,having 


ol 
| 


previously taken an Oath never to divulge to the World what they kno 
know, but to avow publicly that they are satisfied as to the place 
from whence they come and of their being genuine. To this propo- 
sition I can see no reasonable objection and beg to know what is 
your opinion of the plan, and that decidedly and without delay - 

In your answer I likewise beg you will give me permission to 
publish the letter I received from you in Nov,last,as something effe 
effectual must and shall be done and that immediately to rescue 
me from the unhappy predicament in whith I now stand. 

I beg to inform you that I do not consider you as accessory 
to my publishing these papers, but as they come through you I hope 
and trust you will in some way render me the justice to exculpate 
me from any intention of doing ill,or should it be a forgery 
which I think impossible,exonerate me from being 4t all an acc 
accomplice in the business.- 

I beg the favour of you to give me a line immediately on 
receipt of this and you will oblige your very obedient Servant 


fan! 


SI. 
To Mr.Montagu,at Mr.Hitchcocks,No.4 Clarendon Street Dublin. 
Saturday April 9th.1796 
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DUBLIN 15.April 1796°. 


Dear Madam, 

So much do I lament the unfortunate predicament in which 
Mr. Ireland is pnvolved,that I most readily do everything in my 
power to extricate him from it,consistent with my own honour and 
oath. 

The offer I’ shal make therefore will I hope be accepted. definite 
finitely without urging any more proposals since any others must 
of necessity be declined by me though my life were the forfeit 
‘for being secret - I will make an Affidavit jointly with Sam 
"that Mr.Ireland is innocent of any forgery imphted to him, that 


"he is equally unacquainted with the discovery of the papers as 
"the World in general that he has only been the publisher of them- 
Yand that the secret is known to more than Sam,myself,and a third 


"pnerson whom Mr.Ireland is not acquainted with - ss 
Tf our making this Affidavit and the publication of 1t will 

serve Mr.Ireland,Sam and myself are both willing to stand forward= 

T assure you my dear Madam,I shall be the most miserable of men 
were tT conscious of being in any manner instrumental to your mis- 
fortune which I hope will not turn out as bad as your fears suggest 
vo you = 

Thank God. the play was put into the Manager's hands and a 

Contract signed for it without consulting me,nay, before I had 
seen the MSS.- The book too was in the Press and Mr.Ireland's 
property embarked in the undertaking before I believe it was ever 
hinted to him that I’ was at all acquainted with the discovery - 

Mr.Ireland proceeded not one step in the business on any assur- 
ance of mine = when he wished in the Preface of his Book (the title 
of which I am yet unaquainted with) to mention the particulars: of 
the discovery,he obtained from me an account of all I knew= but 
this was at a time when he had proceeded to far to retract had i 
-known and acquainted him with any circumstance unfavourable to the 
manuscripts,may,had I known at this time the papers to be what 
some believe = absolute Forgeries,it would have been my dyty not 
to have undeceived him. . 

Tf I may venture an opinion, I still think it probable that t 
the papers are genuine and that Vortigern may have been one of 
Shakespeare's first Bssays at Dramatic writing - 

Tt is not perhaps necessary to trouble Mr.Ireland also with 
a line = since I have the pleasure to answer your letter = he has 
desired mynopinion respecting a plan he proposes of making two 
gentlemen of respectability acquainted with every circumstance 
who are to vouwh to the World for the authenticity of the manu- 
scripts - this will not be consistent with our promise and oath- 
Mr.Ireland also desires I will consent to his publishing some 
letters of mine = a letter which Mr.Ireland promised to make no 
improper use of but which he only wished to have for the purpose 
of explaining more particularly in his Preface the nature of the 
Discovery -.I cannot consent to have made public = T will make 
the Affidavit before mentioned as soon as I shall hear from any 
of your family that it will be acceptable = With the most sincere 
wishes for the Happiness of all your family, I am dear Madam 

Your faithful friend M.Talbot. 


° 


Mrs.Freeman No.8 Norfolk Street Strand London, 
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21st.1796. Saturday eventing at dusk the servant came up and /// 
h at ye door who wished to see me = 

Coach a fat,elderly woman, who asked 
ich I replied in ye affirmative - 
possessed of some Shakespeare papers = 
that had made so much noise in ye World = to which I replied as 
before « I then asked her her reasons for asking these questions, to 
to which she said ye best in ye World = for that they were all 
ners. I then requested her to walk in, which she did,and I then 
asked her how the papers ‘came into her possession,she said they 
had been stolen from her and that they were hers beyond a doubt, 
for that she had written them all and that there was a great deal 
of religion in them,to which I made ho reply,but requested to 

know where she lived and her name = she said she lived at Chester 
and her name was Austin (at that instant it struck me Ehhad seen her 
before,and I presently recollected when I had seen her and that 
was about two years ago —- when Mr.Talbot called upon me, and 

asked me if I would go with him to see a curious character = in 
Newman Street - who had seen two moons~ and had sworn to seeing 
men and horses galloping over them,this she saw going over London 
Bridge and called to a boy to witness it ) + This nensense ap=- 
peared in ye papers,and having been much talked of induced me 

to walk with him,when i found her an ignorant and uninformed 
woman, but full: of ye wonderful = in so muvh so,that I hurried 
Dalbot out of ye house,as soon 48 4 could and returned home ) 
Desirous of getting rid of her,lI told her that if she had any- 
thing to say on ye subject of ye papers dhe must go down to Mr. 
Albany Wallis my Solicitor in ye neighbourhood,and relate it to 
him = But I have heard nothing farther on ye subject - 
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Mr.Ireland had sent for me into the Parlour, to overhear the 
Gonversation and on her saying she wrote them, I asked her what 
it was she had wrote? The Manuscripts Madam; The Shakespeare MSS., 
do you mean? Yes, Madam I wrote them all myself and think it very 
hard to lose them. She tock her leave ®& ordetted her Hackney to 
Mr.Wallis'. He was até from home & we have not heard anything 

more about her.- Mr.Ireland asked where she lived & she replied, 
at Chester.- On our recounting this story to Sam, he seemed 

much surprised. Mr.Ireland & all the family, join me in request- 
ing you will have the goodness, as soon as possible to transmit © 
us the Affidavit, specified in your letter & have it properly 
signed, sealed & witnessed & if you who are able so fully to 
fully to prove our innocence can add any strength to what you 
have there written or give any fresh information relative to 

the original of the Papers I trust you will think it a justice 
due to an injured Family & your afflicted friend 


A.Freeman. 
Jane & Mr.Ireland unite in Comp'ts. 
rs.Freeman To Montigu Talbot 
Copy of Mrs.Freeman's 2nd. letter to Mr.Talbot. 
Londen. June 16th.1796. 
Dear Sir, 


T have waited in anxious expectation of an answer to 
my letter dated either May 29th.or 30th. as in it I requested 


you would forward with all speed the Affidavit that in yours 


of April 15th. yeu voluntary offfered to send us = “As seon as 
you should hear from any of the family that it was acceptable 
Mr.Ireland went out of Town for a few days on Sunday May 29. 
On the Sunday following poor Jane and myself dined with Mrs. 
Barnard,her sister,at Stockwell and stayed all night. Sam was to 
have beei ef the party,but he as usal declined associating with 
his family and on our return home on Monday evening,we found that 
taking advantage of our absence,he had that morning packed up all 
his things and left the house,nor has he ever been near us since = 
(prompted I presume by vanity) since not any of his friends have 
ever discovered the least trait of Literary genius in his cha- 
racter,he circulates a report that he alone is author of all the 
Papers and the Plays of Vortigern,and Henry the Second,the former 
ig a very good one,the latter,most excellent, but I,who know his 
talent for Romancing so well can never credit the report.- 
When I reflect. on his conduct. towards his Father in the whole 
business the atrocity of the act is unparalleled in History. 
He,poor man is sunk almost to despair,and is of all beings 
the most pitiable,for “ It is not an open enemy that has dene him 
this dishonour,since then,in (the language of the Scriptures) 
"he might have Borne it,” but it is even his child,his companion,H 
He, (wretched outcast) une ought to have been his FATTHFUL FRIEND, 
Oh, Sir, ref lect I say but on the atrocity of the act,and then think 
if any punishment can be devised adequate to the enormity of the 
crime,a crime that involves his whole family in ruin - 
I flatter myself it is unnecessary to say anything more on 
the subject since your own Feelings must suggest to you,that 
injured Innocence,like ours, demand ,not sues for justice at 


your hands,that Justice, Dalm of hurt minds ",which you,Sir, 
alone are Capa le of administering - 


Your friend we here still continues to ride about with his 
groom and in the Bvening is generally at the play. 
Yours &Ce Ashe 
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MONTIGU © TALBOT TO Wm. Hy « TRELAND 
9* June 1996 


Copy of Mr.Talbot's letter to Sam, enclosed to his friend Mr. 
Cole, apothecary in St. who after keeping it a fort- 
night, brought it to my house & left it with my daughter Jane, 
conceiving that we knew where to address to Sam, hearing nothing 
from him we opened it July Srd.Sunday ~ 1796 . 


Dear San, 

I suppose I need not tell you that I had sometime 
since a letter from your Father & another from your Aunt & that 
IT answered them in one; that answer I suppose you saw: In it I 
offered jointly with you to make an affidavit that. the discovery 
of the Papers was known to no more than ourselves & a third 
person, & that your Father is ignorant of all. For. sometime I 
heard nothing, but I have just received a letter desiring me to 
send ithe. promised affidavit, what shall I do? Will you join 
in this affidavit for I should not like to do it alone, as the 
affidavit is to be published. Your Aunt's letter tells me that 
you consented to communicate everything about the discovery to 
Mr.Wallis, but have not done so, that she thinks to quiet the 
public mind you have invented some story, which will make the 
matter more mysterious & that you have formed a resolution of 
quitting the Kingdom immediately, though you boast of " being 
lately inspired with all the Furor. of a Divine Poet! that you 
have quitted your office for,"that you cannot with -your genius 
condescend to sit ata desk," & that you do nothing but Lounge 
or drive about the streets on Horseback or in a OCurricle with 
‘a Groom after you = She further says,that you said the Curricle 
and horses cost 100 guineas and were you by the Gentlemam, but 
that she has discovered that you have paid for them 50 j~tnd are 
to pay 20 more,that you had a Curricle besides building, but when 
it was nearly finished Mr.,Wallis interposed and prevented its a 
appearance = She tells me something too of a woman who called and saic 
said she wrote all the Manuscripts herself = she came from Chester, 
whoever she:is,she must: be mad,and if he is at all,fat,fair woman 
with red hair or auburn, between 50 and 60,and with a cast in her 
Sight, I believe I can tell who she is 3; for I know a woman of 
that description and whose relations live at or near Chester - 
Indeed,Sam, I am grieved exceedingly to find from your Aunt's 
letter that this business is likely to injure your family ,1I 
suppose they are only groundless fears ~ But what can I say to 
the account I hear of you... 

I dare not say what different conjectures I have formed, they 
terrif hink of them and If sha be miserable till they are ex 
explained I beg and entreat. you to be particular in writing a 


long account of all,and to explain everything: I have touched on 
in this letter,with your opinion of this Affidavit to serve your 
Father. Sometimes' I think .you have lost your senses from what 
IT hear from your family, thevgh your letters shew no such symtoms = 
I cannot answer your Aunt's letter till I hear what is your 
opinion and I. beg to hear directly for she desires me to send the 
Affidavit directly - 6ours sincerely 


I am Going on well in my profession. 


I am told this play of Henry was found before Vortigern or soon 
after «= at all events before Vortigern was played. Pray what is th 
the opinion of thosé who have read it,concerning its merits, I 
request some explanation of this. 

As I am told you do not go to the Office send this enclosed 
to T.Cole who will deliver it to yourself - 


(Verbatim Copy S.I.) 
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the Deed - That I wrote in the hand as you have it, & I never 

even made a single draft of it - This the Learned applauded - 

I. need not repeat the Words of Dr.Warton,Dr.Parr, &c.&cein your 

room - can it be wondered at that I was fired at the praise lavished 
so freely on me, then but a youth, & as the world moreover did ; 
not for a long space of time disbelieve I thought at last it might 
be received & turn to the advantage of my Family. This was my first 
my principal wish besides the pleasure I thought you would receive 
in. thinking yourself possessed of the papers which should have 
continued under the name of Shakespeare and died with me for I would ha 
have stifled every idea of pride & never have owned them, but for 
the late stir & your wretchedness - So far I can say, I meantthe 
World no injury no fraudulent idea enterred my Brain. If anyone 

is wronged it is yourself & yet upon the honor of a man you of all 
persons was the least I mesht to injure - The money I did receive 
you know the use I made of it, & if you recollect I. strongly opposed 
the publishing the Book but you was so enthusiastick in the business 
that I was forced to suffer you to proceed or confess the whole. 

You will perhaps say then why not confess the truth ~ First I feared 
your anger, « secondly as no doubt had then arisen, I thought it 
might remain unknown & prove moreover a source of great gain. Had 

it not been for this business I should not have known or even at- 
tempted the trial of my abilities. The Vortigern I wrote, if I 
copied amyone, it was the Bard himself, in no one paper book or 
Parchment was I furnished with Language by anyone living. If there 
is Soul or Imagery it is my own + The Henry 2nd. was more mine 

than the Vortegern as I scarcé looked into any one Book while I 
wrote it - At the time you appointed Mr.Harris to see it down at 
Mr.Wallis's,I then had written but 400 lines of it X ,in two months 
after you had the 1800 lines completed = Let there be rewards offered 
to anyone that will come forward and swear he furnished me even with 
a single thought throughout the papers and I will‘ tell that man that 
dares soe vouch himself,that he is a base Liar. 

Mr.Harris told me he would take the Henry and wishes me to make 
some few alterations, that I will gladly do,and as you my dear Sir 
have yet no proof but my parole for the gift of it,I now tell you that 
that I beg your acceptance of the publication of Vortugern and the 
whole of the profits of Henry the 2nd. - 

Should I live,my future labours shall equally be devoted to my 
family = Do not wish to meet me my dear Father, I- cannot yet’ bear it, 
I will instantly return into Wales and give myself up to that Study 
I so afdthélyrwieh Bérthe Papers,I mean the mind that breathes through 
them,shows any spark of genius and deserves honour, I Sir your Son 
am that person and if I live but for a little I will prove it - 

Mr.lalbot knew only the secret having caught me at Chambers one 
.day,writing some one of the Papers,I bound him to secrecy nor he 
nor anyone living had any concern in wither writing or composing 
save myself alone and to that I pledge my every hope of happiness, 
if I speak false may the Almighty judge me accordingly. With love 
to my Aunt my sister ANN and Jane and hoping in your forgiveness, 
I will still sign myself your true your loving Son 

WeHeIreland jun'r. 


Thursday emening June 14th.1796- 


X See Mr.Harle'’s account of ye copying of ye play July 4.1796. 


Dear Sir ‘ 
i 4 : a. j 
Your very obliged & obedient ervan 
Sam Ireland 


June 19th. (1796) 
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MONTAGU TALBOT TO Mrs.FREEMAN. 
. Dublin July 1st.1796. 


Dear Madan, 


It must appear to you by this time li i 
er (geo h, | JP kata eae to disregard i eg ga ip a 
ong Torbore to answer your 1 ° y 
that Sam's inattention is the sienna Brenton Coat fom 
application to him to join in the Affidavit you desire and if a 
such an Affidavit is necessary,it is. jointly with him T sates 
and still wish to make it = Ihope Sam is by this time cutie dt! 
ae 6 eet A hl a a da me very on answer to my last letter 
w some parti j it is 3 
gt sheuld be acquainted Oe erate I oe oe eae ca itena Sa 
The Groom, horses and Curricle I know not what to nadie fot 
orm no une merhing even. about his means of procurine Sn ee eae 
Saturday June 18th. Called on Sir Isaac Heard who seemed of 
_opinion that part of the papers had been played tricks with by 
some one,but he believed the bulk to be genuine - he sqi¢ Zr» 
Chalmers thought the same - I requested Sir Isaac to forward 
extracts ef a letter from Mr.Talbot to his relation Mr.Heard of 
Dublin in order that he might make his Affidavit to fully exonerate 


me = 


Copy of my letter to Sir Isaac Heard June 18th.1796.requesting 
that he would transmit it to Dublin and get Talbot's Affidavit. 


SAMUEL IRELAND TO SIR ISAAC. HEARD. 


Dear Sir Isaac, 
I beg to trouble you with the following extract from 
Mr.Montagu Talbot's letter;as the form of an Affidavit,that he says h 
he is willing tp make to exonerate me from anything wrong in my 
conduct as to the publishing of the Papers = 
If your friend in Dublin thinks it can be made stronger as 
the form of wording it, I beg the favour of him to urge the neces- 
sity for it to Mr.Talbot,and that it may be done in the best manner 
to satisfy my mind and that of the public « He says he is desirous 
of making an Oath to this purport = "That MroIreland is innocent of a: 
any charge of wishing to impose on,or to deceive the public = in 
laying the supposed Shakespeare Papers before them,that he is 
totally unacquainted with the nature of their discovery that he has 
been only the publisher of them and that the secret is knownonly 
to his Son, to Mr.Montague Talbot, and to a third person whom Mr. 
Ireland is totally a stranger to"- Ibeg to acquaint you witb that 
he likewise says - " If I may venture an opinion, I think it 
probable that the papers are genuine & that Vortegern may have 
been one of Shakespeare's first efforts in Dramatic Writing"- 
You will much oblige me Sir, if you will forward to Dublin 
as early as possible:the form of the above Affidavit to your 
friend, & that it may be transmitted to me as soon as convenient, 
as I need not say it is to me, a matter of the very first moment - 
If the opinion of Talbot, as above, as to the validity of the 
papers, can be put into the Affidavit with propriety, I think it 
may strengthen my cause - I remain with best wishes for your 
health 
Dear Sir 
Your very obliged & obedient Servant 
Sam Ireland 
June 19th. (1796) 
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- MONTAGU TALBOT TO Mrs» FREEMAN. 


Dublin July 1st.1796. 


Dear Madan, 

It must appear to you by this time like wilful neglect 
and a determined resolution to disregard common good manners that 
I have so long forbore to answer your letter. I am sorry to say 
that Sam's inattention is the cause,he has taken no notice of my 
application to him to join in the Affidavit you desire,and if 
such an Affidavit is necessary,it is jointly with him I propose 
and still wish to make it = Ihope Sam is by this time returned 
home,and that he will favour me with an answer to my last letter 
wherein I requested to know some particulars which it is necessary 
I should be acquainted with,before I do what you wish me . 

The Groom,horses and Curricle I know not what to think of,I can 
conjecture nothing even about his means of procuring things to 
whivek which he always seemed to have no claim. 

I am most unfortunate in having ever heard of these Manuscripts, 
for I am now called upon to do justice in explaining what I know 
on the one side,and on the other forbid to viplate a sacred promise 
to be for ever secret. Thus gfar,my dear Madam I will acknowledge, 
that were I to disclose this required secret ahd communicate all 
I know it would not by any means afford you or your family any 
Satisfaction - It would free me from some censure which T am 
told I have incurred but which I do not deserve,I can upraid my- 
self in no one instance - I am much surprised at what you say of 
Sam as the Author of the Plays & Manuscripts ~ if he is content 
as you say to free his Father from the odium by such a declaration 
nothing I can say or do to serve Mr. Ireland can benefit him so 


effectually, but I think you have been misinformed & that he has 


declared no such thing. The Play of Henry 2nd. I never have seen: 
nor the manuscripts of Vortigern, nor anything relative to it, 
till I was in London long after the letter wag in Mr.Sheridans 
hands - I must therefore depend on the veracity of others as to 
there coming from the same source » as the few Manuscripts I saw 
before I left London for the first time - I hope to hear from 
you some good news as to the Happiness & satisfaction of all your 
family & shall daily expect Sam's letter when you shall immediately 
hear from me. I have been told that many persons believe I had 

& part of the money paid to Mr.Ireland & do not scruple to say 

I positively had, these things however do not on my own account 
make me uneasy I am too sure of having done nothingg to merit 


the ili-opinion of anyone. I request you will do me the favor 


to write me as soon as convenient all that has passed = I am dear, 
Madam with best regards to Mr.Ireland & Family 


Your very humble Ser'nt 
M. Talbot 


The woman you mention to have called & claimed the Manuscripts 
must undoubtedly be some pitiable lunatic-— 


Mrs. Freeman 
No.8 Norfolk St. 
Strand. London. 
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SAMUEL IRELAND TO MONTAGU . TALBOT, 
Copy of my letter to Mr.Talbet July Sth.e1796. 


Dear Sir, 
However painful my Situation may have been since the wr 

writine of my last letter to you and much as I have bee 
at your not returning me an answer I shall not here upbraid you 
with neglect or inattention, presuming that you think your letters 
to Ms.F. (Freeman) sufficient reply to mine «= this however I 
cannot admit,nor does the World who has heard and knows the situ- 
ation I piegesiign in,and the very close manner in which you are ins 
volved with my Son in ye discovery of ye papers. You promised to 

send me over an Affidavit which should be jointly signed by you 
and my Son in order to exonerate me from any intent to injure ye 
public,er from having any knowledge of ye discovery of ye papers 
further than that I had already stated in my preface - 

To this I must urgently request you will immediately accede - 
and transmit as earlyvas possible = And let it be worded.in such 
@& manner as that my Son may either ign it or not,as I think your 
Affidavit will weizh more in ye present state of things tham his, 

Besides which there is a chance I may not s e him again = 

s it is more that five weeks since he left home,since which I 
have never seen him nor has he written to any of ye family. 

He is occastonly seen I am told,either walking with a woman of 
of the Town,or on horseback with a servant behind him =.in this 
Situation he was seen only last Sunday in ye Park. 

I need not tell you that he has publicly avowed himself Author 
ef all the Papers,Deeds &c.to which I give no credit,not even to 
a syllable = It is his vanity that has urged him to this. = and .to 
which I believe you would willingly give no more credit than I. do. 

If you were mutually bound by oath to keep ye secret,he has 
surely used you ill in baa this.declaration which is directly 
contrary to which you have ever written or said upon ye subject. 

If therefore you consider as I do,his conduct to have been 
improper towards you,I think you will be fully, justified in di+ 
vulging to me on your own terms,all. that you know.to be the truth. 
; You say in your letter to Mrs.F. (FREEMA} ') which has just come 
te hand, that neither the Vortigern nor the Henry can you be an- 
swerable for as to their authenticity,as they were discovered after 
you left London,nor do you know that they came from the same source 
as the few Manuscripts: you saw before you left London = By this 
declaration it is evident that ye few MSS. you allude to y u believe 
to be genuine. May I then,my goodcSir,beg to know what those few 
papers were,and likewise will you say in. your next what your own 
opinion is as to their being authentic. The pre¥akrent opinion is 
and it is decidedly mine = that the papers have been surreptitiously 
obtained,and that Sam has been heard to declare some months ago, 
that they belonged to a person of a strange temper and who was not 
-acquainted that he had them and had he known it he would have 
destroyed them rather than the public should have seen them. 

if so,there will in all probability be a moment atvye death 
of ye original proprietor when ye. nature of ye business will be 
developed 

MrsCole called here about a week ago and left a letter from 
you for my Sen,but as he never comes here,nor do I Pe, where he is, 
it still remains with us - Application has been made.to a Mr.Heard 
Attorney of Dublin whom you know,to request that you will forward 
ye Affidavit with all pessible speed,but I have reason to believe th 
that gentleman is in Fngland. If so I beg it may not prevent yo 
making it immediately = the more especially as I am now answering 
Malone's book,and it will form a very proper Introduction. 

As to ye fat woman,that called to claim ye papers,I am pretty 
certain,it is the woman in Newman Street to whose house I accom-= 
panied you to hear ye Story of ye 2 Moons &c.&e, 

I need not my dear. Sir,repeat to you that the Odium thrown 
on my character and the. pecuniary injury I sustain from.the total 
stop to ye sale of my literary publications,is so great as to 


render it nececsary that every step should be taken and that im- 
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mediately to restore me. to my former situation,which the.World - 

more. especially as my Son. deserts me in ye moment when T have 

--most need of his assistance,I can only look to you for relief. 
Relying. therefore on your exertions in this business, 

T remain.dear Sir y.urs. S,I. July 5th. (1796) 


Pray inform me if you.ever discovered anything like a vein 
of poetry in my.Son or an ability to rival. SHakespeare. 

“Pray say in your.next if. you.intend, coming to.London,and when? 
As Sam still.persiste in the existence of the whole length portrait 
and ye miniature of, Shakespeare set in. silver,ye latter of which 
you. said you had seen,pray give me your opinion of then. 

He likewise showed to ye Committee(which consisted of 26 sentle- 
men at my own house) the following last of things which he said 
were in being and. that.should be mine,none: of which have I. yet re- 
ceived, 
here follows ye Schedule as in his own hand in page 


Vi Zl « 
s book, July 5th. (1796) 


MONTAGU TALBOT TO SAMUEL, IRELAND. 


Cork. September 16th.1796. 
Sir, 

Your.last letter to me should have been answered sooner and 
the promised Affidavit been sent if.I could have obtained an answer 
from your. Son to something I wrote about some time since,for with- 
out his consenting,if not joining inesuch.a proceeding,I did not 
think myself authorized in taking any steps whatsoever. Yhis is all 
the apology I think necessary to one whose intentions I am informed, 
are to do me every possible injury. I am sorry,Sir;to:say,that any 
such endeavour on: your part(which I must laugh at as ineffectual ) 
will provoke me to remain perfectly. silent on the business of the 
Manuscripts,though at present I have every wish for.a clear vindi- 
cation of your character,as you may think it necessary- 

This letter Sir, may probably be the last you will ever receive 
from. me,as I am determined (if the proposal I shall presently make 
be not accepted ) never to write to,or discourse with anyome on the 
subject of these Manuscripts except where it may be necessary to 
clear my own character,which I can do should it ever be maliciously 
attacked on account. of. them. 

My friend Mr.Cole informs me you have made several inquiries 
for me and I have this morning received the followin# informatio: 
from a gentleman in Hertfordshire,whom I believe you are not ac- 
quaintéed with. From the best motives he has requested me to give 
you.every satisfaction in my power in order to save my character 
fwhichhheodéfanahsdnfshabibe-theusht-it-weuld-meet-with-from-you- 
from the defamation that he thought it would meet with from you 
(which he imagined falsely I could not clear to the World) and in 
order to save you from the injury you might sustain by my withholding 
the satisfaction I am able to give. ¥ou Sir, have no claim on me to 
stand forward for your characte as it was not till after you had 
applied the Manuscripts. to your own interested purposes that you 
heard that I had any knowledge of them. Whatever I do,that must be 
done voluntargly and how far you merit from me a voluntary Affidavit 
to the effect desired will appear from the intention you have har- 
boured of injuring me. } 

You arefit is said) to produce a publication in which you'll 
make known every trivial circumstance that has passed since your first 
obtaining the papers,and in that publication I am to make a cons 
derable figure as a principal agent,fully acquainted with every 
stance but refusing to reveal anything = this gentleman informs me 
too,that you intend applying through the medium of connections in 
Fngiand,to the Lord Lieutenant of this Country that he may use his 
influence with Mr.Daly not to permit me to perform in his Theatre ~- 
Do you imagine Sir,I am so childish,to be terrified by such threats 
into a Confession which my own conscience will not approve,for you kn 
know I have sworn to be for ever secret? Now let the Public know 
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(party concerned and conversing with me on the subject,that I as well 
‘as Sam begged you to give over all thoughts of offering them to the 


| they say then?- that I know the secret,but the knowledge of a secret 


| injury to me. My reason for remaining in that situation which Chance 


'not yet determined to for 


‘waive these arguments which I have nly used to show you I am out 


-is no crime,and the keeping it inviolate, (bound as I am) is certainly 
| to be commended not condemned. 


I refuse to reveal it, they will then condemn me,but what will the; 
‘say when I inform them,that after you contracted with Mr.Sheridan 
for the play of Vortigern,and had the Book of the other Manuscripts 
ready in the Press for publication,on your being informed I was a 


that I am acquainted with the mystery of the Manuscripts and that 
e 


World, that I have offered an Affidavit Since their unfavourable 
reception,to prove your ignoramce of their origin or discovery, and 
your innocence in so hastily presenting them to the Public, what can 


Next as to your intentions as to making me quit the Dublin Theatre. 
I cannot help smilingbat the absurdity of an application to the Lord 
Lieut.= but admitting for a moment that a Viceroy should condescend 
partially to interfere in such a business and that in consequence 
of his interference I should leave the Dublin Theatre,it would be: no 


threw me,with Mr.Daly is that I'am treated by him with every respect 
and civility,but as to any pecuniary advantage it may be imagined I 
derive from my engagement with him,he will inform you himself,for he 
is at present in London that his allowance for my services by no 
means defray my expenses,you know though I am not a man of fortune 
I am not dependant on the Stage for a livelihood and that if I was 
so dependant a situation might be easily obtained elsewhere- 

I have for some time, talked of embarking for America,and I am 

go those intentions. I should be sorry to 

sail from hence. without. doing all I could to extricate you from any 
difficulties you may labour under,as I miBbht if I pleased,but to 


ef reach of any persecution you may threaten me with,I have the 
pleasure to say having heard nothing from your Son,I will make an 
Affidavit solely, "That from my intimacy with him and my own know- 
ledge of the MyStery of the Manuscripts you are ignorant of their 
discovery and are innocent of any design to deceive or impose on 

the Public" = but this Affidavit I will make on these Conditions 
That nothing that has passed between you and me shall be used:-as 
evidence for or against the Manuscripts, that I have first your pro- 
mise in writing not to.call.on me for further explanation or. to 
mention me in any other way than as the person making the Affidavit, 
that you shall call that Affidavit a voluntary one,and that you shall 
return me every letter I have written you on the subject,in your last 
letter you hint to me that Sam has used me ill and that I am justi. 
fied therefore in divulging everything = I do not agree with you, 

and once more assure you that nething I could reveal respectinf# those 
papers weuld be of-any service to you . : 

I embark tomorrow for Swansea in South Wales,your immediate an- 
swer directed there shall be attended to and the Affidavit made before 
a Magistratethere,or before the Lord Mayor of Dublin on my return 
in about five weeks,which you please on the conditions before mentionedé 

The gentleman in Hertfordshire who has written to me will be in 
Town at the meeting of Parliament and will call on you to examiné 
the Manuscripts, I need not ask that he may be politely received 

He tells me that Sam is wandering in some part of the West of England 
I cannot help wondering at his silence to me but wherever I may chance 
to meet him I shall be proud to own him as my friend and notwithstanding 
your threats I beg leave to assure you that I shall feel the greatest 
pleasure in standing forward to screen you who are an innocent suf- 
ferer = My best respects to Mrs,»Freeman and your family: 

I am Sir,your obed.and hunble Servant 
M.Talbot 


Samuel Irelamd Esq. 
8 Horfolk, Street 
Strand 
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SAMUE], IRELAND TO MONTAGU TALBOT. 


Letter to Mr.Talbot Nov. lst.1796. 


sir 

*r should have piven an earlier answer to yours of 16th-Sept. 
but thought it better to defer writing till your return to Dublin 
which I presume by yours has now taken place. 

I am sorry to say that your letter contains a number of 
harsh phrases towards me that are totally unjustifiable, 

I know not what your gentleman in Hertfordshire may have 
written, but I will venture to say positively. that I never have 
intended you any injury. As to ye application to ye Lord Lieut. 
it was a circumstance urged to me by many very respectable persons 
as a measure highly necessary for ye satisfaction of ye public 
and the peace off mind of myself and family- ft had by no means 
determined on such a measure,nor if I had could it have injured 
yeu in any way,as 211 I wanted and all ye World wants is a de- 
claration of the truth,be it what it may. All I now want is what 
you have frequently promised,viz:- an Affidavit at least that may 
fully state my ignorance of ye nature of ye discovery- ffurther 
than what I have heard. from yourself and my Sen =- To this you agree 
in your last letter . but have added preliminaries to it which 
were not urged before,nor do I think reasonable to aceede to, 
they are,giving up all your letters I have received from you, 
and not to mention you in any other way than as the person making 
that Affidavit = As to declaring to the World that it is a volunéar 
tary Affidavit,I have no objection,but why you should wish me to gi 
give up your letters= which were given to me as documents from 
which I was to ground my preface upon and the validity of the MSS. 
I am at a loss to guess. 

Thay your declarations and statements in those letters were 
true,I cannot for a moment have a shadow of doubt,I have too high 
an opinion of your honour and candour to admit so injurious an idea 
for an instant. Why should you therefore wish to take out of my 
hands ye only proof of my innocence and integrity in the business 
before us. Any quotations I may make from your letters I can 
assure you will do you no injury,feor I shall speak of you as I have 
ever found you,during my acquaintance with you,a gentleman who in 


iy judgement ranked beyond even ye possibility of suspicion as to 


his fairness and hones in this transaction. 

ef leave to remark on a passage or two of your letter in 
whieh I can by no means agree with you as to the facts. You say 
"Tt was not till after you had applied ye MSS.to your own inter- 
"ested purposes that you heard I had any knowledges of them"- 

Did I not know that ye first parchment found was shewn to you 
in my own room and that you confessed to have seen it before? 
And did you not converse with me on ye subject in ye month of 
September long before ye publicatioh,at my own house? And likewise 
at your own lodgings ye evening you left London,after dining at my 

house? And did you not write to me at Carmarthen in Nov.following, 
stating ye whole particulars of ye discovery,and were not all 
this information given long before ye publication or period when 
my interested purposes - were to take place ?% What is meant by 
"interested" I know not,as it has been a very heavy loss to me 
in pecuniary matters,as well as the destruction of my peace of 
mind = a consequence more pernicious still = I likewise deny 
that either you or Sam urged me not to lay them before the public, 
had that been ye case,I must have been deemed mad thus to have 
involved myself by so expensive a publication when the only 
persons on whose authority I had relied - should have made such an 
insinuation that must at once have damned ye possibility of their 
being genuine = 

As I do not wish further to trouble you on the subject,I beg t 
to add = that as my Son has left my house for upwards of four 
months and publicly declared himself ye Author of all ye papers, 
Deeds, Seals&c.&c. A direct contradiction to his former written and 
printed avowals,I cannot therefore expect anything further from 


. 


“ypniu Luan, pauuioy 


5 


s A 


_ 


\ 


\ 


HN NNT 
Vil 


Yy) 


him to elucidate the subject,I must rely on you,may I then. . 
request that you will forward me an Affidavit,that may perha}iA re 
more impressive tham a mere quotation from your letters,at an be 
rate I cannot give up such information as you have repeatedly 
furnished me with,and which as I believe,to be true,is essentiai 
to my justification and can in no way injure you,nor be considere 
as a-breach of confidence on my part,for if it was not considered 


as necessary to my purposes = why>was it sent at all? 2 
Your speedy answer = as myvreply to Malone is nearly finished 


VW 


will be deemed a favour. I presume I shall send the Work to press in 
about 10 or 12 days = in which time if I hear nothing from you 
shall conclude you do not intend forwarding ye Affidavit - 
I remain &c. 
Sel. Nov. lst.1796. 


To Montagu Esq. at Mr.Hitchcocks 


4 Clarendon Street 
Dublin. 


Copy of letter from M.Talbot to Mr.Cole of Brewer Street. 


No.4 Clarendon Street. Dublin Nov.14th.1796. 
Dear lon, 


You will be surprised perhaps at not hearing from me so long 
IT have been a’ Cork and Swansea and from the former place received 
your last letter = I am now returned to Dublin and though I am still 
hurt at the cause which has in part prevented my writing you yet I 
do it at last,but with an earnest request that you will never trouble 
me with more questhons about Vortigern and the Shakespeare MSS.+ 
You may be certain that to you who are my school=fellow and friend 
I would open my mind on this business if to anyone,but it is my 
determination to say nothing save this,which I commission you as 
my friend to tell Mr.Ireland = 
At the time of my intimacy with young Ireland I saw some of 
the MSS. papers, I was told from whence they came by young Ireland, 
I went to Dublin and was again in’ London about 9 months after - 
The Play of Vortigern and numberless other MSS.had in the interim 
been produced. The Play was contracted for by Mr.Sheridan and Mr. 
Ireland's beok in the press. Mr.Ireland had been told I knew every- 
thing relative to them,that I was a part owner in them &c. 
I did not contradict it but said it was so,and for saying so I 
had justifiable reasons and the most honourable intentions, though 
it was not true excepting as to my knowledge as to the origkn of 
the papers which I had from young Ireland. I even wrote from the cou 
country giving him the particulars as one of the discoverers of the 
papers,he begged it often during the few days I was in London ahd 
‘to make his mind easy (which. was much crossed with those circumstance 
stances) I complied = At this time (as I before said) the Book 
was in the Press,so that I never misled Mr.Ireland or encouraged him 
to the publication of the papers,for I had no opportunity,if I had, 
I would rather have used my endeavours to dissuade him from en- 
snarying himself as he has done. Mr.Ireland now demanded an Affi- 
davit from me of his innocence in offering them to the World,and 
that he was ignorant of their origin, I consented and.would have 
sent the Affidavit,which should also have included my own inno- 
eence and my being in no way concerned in deceiving the World,and 
that I was only lst into the secret by young Ireland with whom I 
had habits of intimacy « Mr.Ireland would not only have this Affi- 
davit but would also publish my account of the whole,which I gave 
him at the time I just now mentioned = when he had given Mr.Sheridan 
the Play and was publishing the Book - the Affidavit in that case 
will contradict the other account and that,contradict the Affidavit- 
This I will not do = If Mr.Ireland makes free with my name in 
the publication,I shall then make an Affidavit which will go only 
te the clearing of myself and which in other respects will surprise 
him. If he has the Affidavit from me which he wishes,it shall not be 
be but by relinquishing the other account = Mr.I. being as he : 
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‘about to publish my correspondence with him,I shall not write to him 


| though (consistent with my own safety from censure) I would be happy 
to stand and screen him - I have the greatest regard for himself and 


| family - 


2 Wait on Mr.Ireland immediately and tell him all that I have 


| said or show him this letter and on your own part (whatever you may 


think of this extraordinary business) be assured,I have not in this 
affair,and will not in this effect or any other be guilty of injus- 
tice. or dishonour will then be satisfied. 
T am &c.&c. 
M.Talbot. 


Extracted from a letter sent by Montagu Talbet from Dublin to Mr. 
Gole - Apothecary, Woodstock Street. date March 6.1797. 


er ET a 


Young Ireland writing a few deeds and presenting them to his 
Father as antiques or curiesities you will allow was A? innocent 
frolic,and this I was made acquainted with by young Ireland himself 
just before my departure for Dublin,when he had presented a very few 
to his Fathe ,and I smiled at the pleasure Mr.Ireland seemed to have 
in possessing them. 

‘From the time of my departure,I knew of no transactions between 
young Ireland and his Father, till IT heard accidentally in Dublin 
that a Play had been found by the former written by Shakespeare - 
The idea which suggested itself to me was naturally this - that 
young Ireland had fabricated this Play as well as the deeds which 
T had seen. I wrote to him and found it was as I suspected - The 
Play was already agreed for by the Drury Lane Managers - 

The rest of the papers which young Ireland gave to his Father 
were thought worth publication and Mr.Ireland accordingly had re- 
ceived subscriptions and the printers had the Book ready in the 
Press - Soon afterwards I was in London, young Ireland said,if the 
affair was discovered he should be ruined by his Father's resent- 
ment,the Father (who had been told by the Son that I. knew the whole 
affair) was very pressing with me,to communicate what I knew and 
to prove (as he thought I could) the Authenticity of the Manuscripts 
The welfare of both Father and Son now depended on my secrecy. 
I even joined in the story,which young Ireland had related of their 
discovery and should have carried the secret with me to my grave, 
had not young Ireland by his own confession freed me from the Pro- 


mise I made him never to reveal it. 


To Mr.Ireland ~ Norfolk Street. 


Received this letter from Mr.Cole, Apothecary of Woodstock Street 
Dec.9th.1797. ! 
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Select Poetry, for March, 1811. 
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I v if Muses anp Mer 
ic 
s Swan tf Avon, thou whoose art 
( i uld at wil hie uman hart 
Ca 1 from ail who reade or heare 
Lhe unresisted smile and tear 
By thee a vylla maiden found, 
No ¢ had | asured sounde 
lr ress lees at VW ev u ht, 
Was all [knew as all [ ight. 
A I qt e I flew * 
bo i v { grewe ; 
l listaffe s t ayd aside 
And all my woorket straynes supply’d, 
| avest at first th’ enchantin quill 
And everi Ss convey’d thie skill: 
Unfelt, ye ma 


\ S, ye cannot tell 

Che wondrouse force of such a spell, 
Nor rnarvel if thie breath profuse 

A cha.rme repleate with everie Muse : 
rhey c luster rounde thie lippes, and thyne 
Distill theire sweetes improved on mine 
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STORY OF THE OLD 
BELFAST THEATRE. 


Sen 
ee gee ee TE 
yar } 
A rm AMSUS Pabala t SXRIXAT 
Aha TTS OH OR-MANERi 
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ANC I the fey noted 1 1en who ruled 
Pe : 
% in by-gone times over the 
) destiny of the Northern stage 
"fae : 
= I ere ) widely accom- 
> 4) 
i noi £0 sprendiaiy 
dowered with histrionie gifts as 
the well! ed Montague Tal 
‘ ion of t noble house of 
yury thi celebrated actor 
mans¢ger was born in Boston, in 
America, in 1774. His mother had cone th 
: - | 
from Ex vt long before, haying accom- | 
sk . a | 7 } + + 7 1 : mT | 
panacea her husband, the Hon. Ge ree Talbot, 
on his appointment to the command of a 
man-of-\ Right 
later t! y lost off _ th 
coast o ra Grosvenor, East | 
=~ 
Indias and 


children, of whom | 
Montague was the interest- 


“Wal 


Yal 


In an 


ing memoir 


or published in 


Ps a ” for March, 1805, 
We jearn that ‘‘his mind in earliest infancy 


ieur Morble 


As au, in “ Monsieur Tonson.’ 
From a Colour Drawing by Samuel Lover, in the 
m cf Mr. W. J. Lawrence. 


received a strong predilection for the pro-| 
fession of his father, which the unfortui ate | 
fate of the latter by no means lessened; but 
the trembling mother, who had seen his 
father, three uncles, and his elder brother, in 
the flower of youth, cut off in the profession 
of arms, anxiously exerted authority and per- 
suasion to divert him from a military or 
naval life, fondly entertaining sanguine hopes 
of seeing him rise to the very first eminence in 
the law, a situation which some of his name 
and family had filled with the greatest 
ability and integrity.’”’ After receiving a 
sound education at a seminary in Exeter, he 
went to London in 1789 and entered at the 
‘Temple, contracting an intimacy with the 
subsequently notorious W. H. Ireland, the 
occupant of adjacent chambers in a narrow 
court. It is believed now that Talbot, while 
cognisant of the deception practised by his 
friend in connection with the spurious Shake- 
spearean documents, was not actually a parti- 
cipant in the fraud. 
A few yedrs later society experienced one | 
of its periodical attacks of “ actingitis,”” and 
Montague, who had retained theatrical aspira- 
tions ever since he had spouted at school, was 
among the earliest victims. Taking an eager 
ghare in some amateur, performanets g:ven by 
the Margravine of Anspach, his head s06n 
hecame turned by the flattery of the crowd. 
EEnthusiasm carried him to such a pitch that 
he determined to forsake the law, and go upon 
the stage. He had 9 STEPS 
; al is change ‘ 
St cs fashion “Geemed it fitting 
to fret and strut now and again on ri vert 
teur stage by way of relieving va! te ium o 
| idleness ; but the player by profession. wits, 
still a pariah of the most hopeless ype. Cia 


osty’ t the worst fate that befell 
9 oma sone “His maternal uncle, the cele- 
ech, on hearing of his decision, 

in which he had been consti-’ 
ir to a fortune of some sixty 
pete a : 


pe > 


The Dublin Theabre frugal wa sim Crow © 


Won (0G uUe Talbol 


WEEKLY IRI 


» stood to his guns, and his c wae 


11s cousin, 


SH TIMES, SATURDAY, 


a 


the Re Dr. sman, inherited the entire 
sum. ernation of his family; Tal 
bot made his debut it Covent~a Garden on 
January 13, 1794 youn forvalein the tra 
gedy ot ‘‘ Douglas,’’ a character in which, ac 
cording to the ‘‘ Hibernian Magazine,’ al 
though earlier journals spoke less glowing 
‘““he evinced much genuine talent, though ac- 
companied with a wildn¢ that required re- 
straint and experience to guide it. The ap- 
bestowed on him fixed his choice for a 
rical life, and after repeating the charac 
ter a few nights with increasing effect, he ac- 


5 


cepted an engag 


ment proffered to him by one 


of Mr. Daly’s agents, and shortly afterwards 


appeared in the character of Hamlet at Crow, 
Finding, however, that thea- 
trical performances at this time were not very | 


street Theatre. 


reputable, and quite unfashionable in public 


estimation, some feelings of delicacy induced || 


: ; Ae at 

im to be advertisec yy His wistiar ame 
1im to k lvertised by his Christian name, 
which he received from his godfather, the late 


Admiral Montagu. His reception here, 


| sidering the torpor which pervaded all ranks jan important engagement in Dublin, and found 


nself 


respecting the theatre was highly flattering 


8 


rank of eminence, may be reckoned 


to rouse and reanimate in the public mind 
arge portion of that theatrical 


extinct. 
Dublin 


time almost 

While in 
rriendship 
which wa 
long bitterness, and jealousy. 


Talbot 


cont racted 


con- | 


a 


enthusiasm 
es a : : 
which had formerly existed, but was at this 


a 


with Charles Mathews, the elder, | 
s eventually to develop into life- 
Being in a some: 
what delicate state of health, Montague was! amusine 
readily persuaded to accompany his young!| es 


}} ol 
but amongst those parts which evinced the pos- | 
sion of talent which would rise to the first 
George | 
Barnwell and Cheveril, his years and feeling! 
so corresponding with the picture drawn of the| 
first, and a lively, warm, and already correct| 
and spirited delineation of the latter; seemed 


DECEMBER i@ 1905. 


os 


aaa” ———<—$=———— 
His first appearance at that house was| 
made on Monday, October 29, 1821, as Dori-} 
court. Fully a quarter of a century had| 
‘elapsed since he had first made his bow to a| 


his face (which, with a dark complexion, 
large dark eyes, and well-formed eyebrows, 
give him much the appearance of a foreigner) 
is small, but very expressive ; his voice pos- 


sesses naturally very agreeable tones, but is’ Dublin audience, and, judging him by the 
sometimes, by the warmth of his feelings,! time limit, some of the critics hinted that he 


3 . : . c = - 2 aractarat 
excited to a pitch beyond its strength, and/|should resign these frothy, volatile characters 


is then discordant.”’ to younger men. ““We know this gentle-| 
2 i 3 ea. : Cy xy nite’? eave a "0 rhe ' 

In 1809 Talbot purchased the Belfast, man is a great favourite, says the trenchant! 

NI 1 1} ; : ; «em =) Saw Lon Le es | 
Newry, and Derry Theatres, then forming little Theatrical Observer,’ ‘‘and we can 


what was once known as a theatrical eircuit, 
and down to the period of his death, a score 
of years later, exercised a beneficent in- 
fluence on the trend of the Drama in Ulster. 
In Belfast he fostered the budding talents 
of many a brilliant recruit, giving counsel 
very opportunely to Miss O’ Neill, Miss Smith 
son, and Benjamin Webster. There, too, he 
became friendly with Sheridan Knowles, the 

tor-pedagogue, and on February 13, 1815, 


only for ouf own part say that we wish his] 
claim jpon admiration were ten thousand 
times their present amount, Still we confess 
when we got a glance at him we could not 
help thinking of the good old gentlewoman who 
played Juliet for six and forty years. We 
are afraid, Mr. Talbot will find it at length 
timpracticable to be perpetually the young man 
of five and twenty.” Notwithstanding these | 
and similar strictures, Talbot proved a great} 


|produced, for the first time on any stage, attraction, and livelier acting on his part) 
mre ’ 7 a ter wm ) Te el nw M Lay p ; aC Pe . 
| Knowles S tragedy of : Caius Gracchus, him- caused the critic to modify his opinion. /%, His 
|selfi-playing the leading part. Towards the ; a. 
lclose of the previous year Talbot had fulfilled greatest hit during the season was made in 


the extravagant character of Morbleu in the 
farce of -‘‘ Monsieur Tonson,’” an. entertain- 
ing, if somewhat complicated, alter-piece, not 
| lor Emboldened 


spoken of by the Mvening Post as 
erson who can play the fine gentle 


on th : | long produced at Drury Lane. 
some slight literary faculty, Talbot] by his success in this whimsical role, Talbot 
1 d his duties as actor-manager by occa-! wrote a sequel to the farce called ‘‘ Morbleu 


lly writing a little p On March il, || Restor d, or the Ancfen Regime, brought 
‘he brought gut Belfast ‘] |, out for his benefit on May 18, 1822. Although 
lmonologue called ‘MM alljan inferior effort, the dialogue was pointed | 
|Singular,” a free ad :|iand well-written. In the eyes of the Dublin 
Ipen of ‘Le Babillard.’ he piece was|! audiences Talbot became so strongly identified 
lsubsequeatly produced at Crow street in De-|| with the character of the old French emigre that 
|cember, 1817, the Dublin Herening Post in||when Charles Mathews attempted to play it 


said:—‘‘And|in the dear dirty city in 1824 the gallery 
lraised a ery for their favourite, and barely 
f from the rising of the curtain to its||/ permitted the great comedian — to finish 
fall, is spoken by himself. is the ithe part. Mathews never again visited Dub- 

: ilin, and when pressed to return, invariably re- 


nd certainly the most successful, 
Bar - Ses | ; 5 en : : 
fort as exhibited by an individual || plied—‘‘ Talbot, Talbet.”’ The old gallery 


‘commenting upon Talbot’s acting 
: & Uf : ; a; 
what is really extraordinary, the whole of the} 


m 


+) F 
Lt MMOs 


dramatic e 


‘riend on a journey to London. Qn their way we ever witnessed. The groundwork of this|;cry was apparently engraved on his heart 
Pad Pi wns intel aw OF ane : <i : e : . : x . ne hae eek sa} ie Sort ; 

thither , in October, 1795, they acted for a piece is a courtship, in which Mr. Talbot as\| Rightly or wrongly, Mathews looked upon 
lew nights at Swansea, but there they seem to (Cant. Allclack is-a suitor whose extraordinary |Talbot as the instigator of the outrage, and 


4 


turned to Dublin. 


re 


‘nave parted, and not long afterwards Talbot 


In August, 1798, while 


the rebellion was at its height, ‘‘Mr. Mon- 


tague,” as he was still 
Jones’s company, and repaired to Liverpool 
where he at once became a general favourite 
There he was associated with Charles Ma 
: Young (soon to 
Hamiets of the 
found as 


called, left ‘‘ Buck ’’ 


’ 


rove himself one of the great 
nineteenth century), whom he 


} a raw recruit in Aickin’s company, 
Fand: -so — far infected him with 
his style of tragic acting, that the 
influence was and salutary. 


‘Talbot's TL 


fin his favourite 


} 


si NCE 


ly il 


In the course 
and 
conspicuous figure in the 
till death wrote ‘‘finis’’ to 
first appearance in Belfast, 


here a 
theatrical world, 
the story. His 
with the conduct 
he was to be so long and so 
fied, was made in December, 1800. While 
Londonderry on the October previous he had 
married an actress, Miss Emily Binden, a 
Limerick lady of respectable antecedents, who, 
on becoming his wife, retired permanently 
from the stage. Two years later, or in Septem- 
ber, 1802, he returned to Belfast to give lead- 


remained 


| 

| Penitent,” he was too fine a light comedian 
|to shine in the buskin, and so failed to give 
jsatisfaction in all his characters. Subse. 
quently he returned to Dublin as 
a leading member’ of _ the Crow 


street company, and during the season 
of 1803-4 gave 
Ranger in ‘The Suspicious Husband,’ 
Wilding in ‘‘The Liar,” 
“Ths Soldier’s Daughter.’ 


’ Young 
and Heartall 

’ At this juncture 
miliar Epistles to Frederick H. Jones on the 
Present State of the Irish Stage,”’ a slashing 
satire that sold like hot cakes, and effected 
a temporary improvement in the tone of the 
Dublin drama. Of all the players dealt witii 
by the malignana.Croker none were half so 
leniently handled as Talbot :— 

A trifling air and girlish form, 

Ill-fitted to the tragic storm; 

A baby face that sometimes shows 

Alike in transports or in woes, 

Will ne’er permit him to resemble, 


Yet in some scenes together 

With greater feeling, equal tas 
From a jadicious audience draws 

As much and as desery’d applause, 
ut whdtsoe’er his tragic claim | 

fr rules o’er comedy supremé; 

By Art and Nature c! ely fit 

To play the gentleman’or wit. 

Not Harris's hor Colman’s hoards, 

Nor all that Drury Lano affords, 

Can paint the yakish Charles po well— 

Give so much life to Mirabel; 

Or show for Jight and airy gport 

So exquisite a Doricourt, 


pieced 


ee 


Aa actor of extensive range, grave and ga 
by turns, Talbot possessed peculiar éxcel- 
lence as a gentlemanly light comedian, and | 
was looked upon by Mrs. Jordan as the best 
Mirabel of his time. He Wad” especial 
happy moreover, i nthe portrayal o coms 
Frenchmen, Perhaps his in effort in th 
lino was as the bewildered Morbleau 
‘Monsieur Tonson,/’ 4 character in whic 
his portrait was painted by Samuel Lover 
Describing his personal appearance in 1805, 

alker’s .‘‘ Hibernian Magazine’ records 
that “Mr. Talbot is about thirty years of 
age, his figure is tall, slender, and flexible; 


a a - 


Or soar thé tragic flights of Kemble. ( 


ing support to Mrs. Siddons during ee mem- } 
orable engagement there, but despite the fact} 
that he was liked as Horatio in ‘‘ The Fair 


admirable impersonations of | 
in| 


7. : : 
appeared Creker’s anonymously issued ‘‘ Fa-| 


INb- / 


of whose dramatic affairs | 
honourably identi- | 
at | 


| 


| 
| 


Cree” 


| * : * * | 
| | Stacles to his union with the object of 
| 


volubility renders all the other characters sought to retaliate by enlisting on his side 
mute, and rersatile are his powers, sc [the unscrupulous pens of the English hireling 
various and » -e his transformations, that | Press. Paragraphs cropped up here and there 


1 * , . t@-Da- ” 
the other characters cannot. find ‘* Paddy 


te) 


room to edge |referring to the vagaries of one 
THE OLD BELFAST THEATRE. 


5S, and 
square. 


jin a word, and by this he overcomes all ob- 
| 


Maal 
VAS 


f the Ghost in ‘‘ Hamlet” 
med over his own to do away with specula- 
tion, and a sort ef revolving ambient motion, 
under the idea that an immaterial, disem- 
bodied spirit should not stand as if fixed.to 
earth, but float ethereally.”’ It was, further- 
more, stated that more than one Hamlet had 
been seriously discencerted by this puzzling 
conduct on the part of his father’s shade. 

In later years Dame Fortune dealt poor 
Talbot many a rode buffet,and sinking finally 


pursuit. All the imitations are admirably sus 
tained, but his representation of the French- 
man is, no doubt, unrivalled on the stage.”’ 
In the autumn of 1816 Talbot repaired to 
Limerick, where he had undertaken the man- 
agement of a theatre, urged thereto, in all 
likelihood, by his wife’s relatives in the neigh 
bourhood. Although she had retired from the 
jstage on her marriage, Mrs: Talbot gave able 
assistance to her husband in his various thea- 
trical adventures, and was once unflatteringly 


vé 


i junder his burder sses and sorrows, he 
described by Charles Mathews as ‘the j under bi burden of 2 6. 1831 Tie ree 
greatest intriguer in the world,” © (died at Belfast on April 26, 1831. is fayour 

When fhe” Crow <atveat Theatre opened fiz lite daughter, Emily, a Roman Catholic, had 
ir stree neg or pe RSL sannaa We - at - 
the season on November 27, 1817, Talbot com-||P2°* d away only a couple ef months pre 


viously. On his deathbed he expressed a 


menced a remunerative enga I rej . ‘ i if i 
t gagement there in}| \,ish to be buried with her : and so it is that 


playing Charles in ‘‘Man and Wife,’’ 


har and|! Montague Talbot, although in life a 
Young Wilding in ‘‘The Liar.” He was} ily a ss 1 > Dy ni le h 
warmly welcomed by the P } A3)1Rreemason and a rotestant, sleeps the 
SN Grifed » oy the Press, the Dublin || tact sleep in an unmarked grave in the old 
Hvening Post going so far as to ask ‘* Necdj| ca. f 5 ; 


itOathalicccameter’ irtar’s : 
we say that Mr, Talbot, after an abserice of two Catholic cemetery of Friar’s Bush 


| years, was received with those marks of respect 

and approbation which his conduct as a 
| gentleman in private life, and his great merits! 
as an actor must ever secure him? . , If it! 
be true, as reported, that some of Mr. Tal- 
bot’s provincial speculations have, in conse- 


ee 


Wielker's Hehbeyniay Mager2né 


fin March LE OS. has o full page 
; : 


w” } ‘ / 
gaance of bad times, proved injurious to his) pron of “NV) Jal bot A: Lote ler 
ortunes, we trust he will again return as a} 
stationary member of the Dublin company.’ | oL Youre Muy bel qs ya IS 

Talbot pores all his country theatres With | } - ‘ a m3 
the off siaff, playing a few months in the} : LSSAN > 
yeas in each, but finding the jowrhey from lhe Jumma of (506 altho « a 
3elfast to the South very irksome for his 


players, he sold the Limerick theatre in 1818, 
and built a new one in Drogheda Three 
years later he teased the rights of the North- 
ern circuit to Mason®and after a professional 
visit to Scotland, returned to Dublin to take 
up his position there as principal light come- 
dian at the new Theatre Royal in Hawkins 


street, 
19 
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y, 


1795. Oct.31. I went to Mr.Wabb's at Brasted in #ent to stay for 
& few days,and when I left London I begged my family would let 


me know by. letter the instant that Mr.Talbot came to Town,who was d 
daily expected,in order that I might obtain from him some ine 


‘a 
formation relative to the discovery of the Shakespeare Papers. 


n the Sth.Nov.I received a line from my daughter Jane saying 
that Mr.Talbot came to Town the day before and would dine with 
them on the 6th.eon the Frid Cay = 

Accordingly I came instantly to Town and on the 8th. Mr.Talbot 
came to dinner when I pressed him much for the information I wanted 
and he said he would give it to me at his lodgings in Vine St. 
Piccadilly if I would go up there after I had dined,which with 
reluctance I did » and found him with his brother and Mr.Cole 
the Apothecary,very busy in packing up his trunks &c. 

After waiting some time and pressing him very much to write me 
some account of ye nature of ye discovery of ye Shakespeare Papers, 
he took up ye pen and paper and began to write,when after writing 


two or three lines he desisted and with some eagerness, begged I 
would excuse him till he got into Wales where he would write me 
a long and just account of ye whole transaction - I expressed 
is cc sh and dissatisfied,as having given 
for no purpose,but was at length o 
with much uneasiness at his con- 
31 a1 x90t had not used me 
aBid to disclose See ents izhef the 

ad until is ter came to hand 

er in guestion 


NOV evJe tL Ve rma ition 
from yn = er, the Papers 
198 Vv formation as 
‘ 9uld gi to ye publi- 
3 io! Thic istmas next. 
Accordin - and being 
lesirous of r had said I 
appl to My Te 1e opinion on the 
ibject which | would not then give, but said would answer 


me when he got en caprmarthen, this he did but took much longer 
time than was consistent with propriosty,however at length he 
wrote (see the letter in question p. ) > 


Wm.Hy.Ireland's account referred to -above.G.H.L. 


I was at Chambers when Talbot calied in and shewed me a deed 

signed Shakespeare,I was much astonished and mentioned the 
pleasure my Father would receive could he but see it.Talbot then sa 
said I might shew it,I did not for two days,and at the end of 

that term gave it to me. I then pressed hard to know where it 

was found. After two or three days had elapsed he introduced 

me to the party,he was with me in the room,but I took little 
trouble in searching I found a second deed and a third and two 

or three loose papers. 

We also discovered a deed which ascertained to the party 
landed property of which he had then no knowledge,in consequence 
of havin& found this he told me we might keep every deed,every 
scrap of paper relative to Shakespeare.Littlse was discovered in 
Town but what is above mentioned butvthe rest came from the 
country owing to the papere having been removed from London to 
the country many years ago. NovelOth.1795. 


A short time after this letter of Mr.Talbot's (it is dated Nov.17 
Nov.1795.) came to hand,which I believe was about ye latter 
end of Nov.1795. my son brought me the Deed of Trust therein 
mentioned,from Shakespeare to Heminge,but without any erasure 
as mentioned by Talbot in ye foregoing letter = I had indeed 

t told my son,that if any erasure was made or paper 

ERR EE Bghz any name,I would not ae pe to have fo oconseamarte that 
that such circumstance would invalidate ye Deed and I could not 
consistently lay it pefore the Public. 
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